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The Post -Amerikan is a worker ­
contro lled co llective that puts out 
this pape r . I f  you'd like to help , 
give us a call and leave your name 
w ith our wonderful answering machine. 
Then we'll call you back and give 
you the rap about the Post. You start 
work at no thing per hour and stay 
there. Everyone is paid the same. 
Ego gratifi cation and good karma are 
the fringe benefi ts. 

De cisions are made collective ly by 
staff members at our regular meet­
ings. All workers have an equal 
vo i c e . The Post has no editor or 
hi erarchical struc ture, so quit call­
ing up and asking who's in charge . 
Ain't nobody in charge . 

Anybody who reads this paper can tell  
the type o f  stuff we print. All 
worthwhile material is we lcome. We 
try to cho ose articles that are time ly, 
relevant , info rmative, and no t avail­
able in other lo cal media. We will 

Alcoholics Anonymous--828-5049 
American Civil Liberties Union-- 452-3634 
Clare House (Catholic Worker)--828-4035 
Community for Social Action--452-4867 
Countering Domestic Violence (PATH)--827-4005 
Dept. of Children and Family Services--829-5326 
Dept. of Health, Education and Welfare (Social 

Security Admin. )--829-9436 
Dept. of Mental Health--828-4311 
Gay Action/ Awareness Union--828-6935 
G ay National Educational Switchboard--

800-227-0888 
Gay People's Alliance (ISU) 452-5852 
HELP (Transportation for handicapped and sr. 

citizens)--828-8301 
Ill. Lawyer Referral Service--800-252-8916 
Kaleidoscope--828-7346 
Lighthouse--828-1371 
McLean County Health Dept. --829-3363 
McLean County Mental Health Center--827-5351 
Men's Rap Group--828-6935 
Mobile Meals (meals for shut-ins)--828-8301 

Pledge of allegiance 

When I was in grade school , we said 
the pledge of allegiance every day. 
We learned what every phrase meant , 
along about se cond grade . 

We also learned that the wo rd "me" 
came from the word "meat , "  back when 
cavemen sat around the fire and all 
demanded meat, pointing to themse lves. 
The word "meat," we were to ld, became 
shortened to "me," and be cause they 
were po inting to themse lves, they 
thought the word referred to them; 
thus , "me" meant "myse lf . "  

W e  also learned t o  pronounce Sioux, 
as in Sioux Indians, Sigh -o o -ex . 

We also learned that i f  you swallowed 
chewing gum, it stuck your insides 
together, preventing them from 
functi oning properly . 

We were also told by our gym teacher 
that we had to practice running on the 
playground so that we could run away 
from the Communists when they came 
to catch us . 

Now, I have re covered from most o f  
this e ducation, I think. I've been 
exposed  to more sophisticated theories 
about the o rigin of language and no 
longer think that the word "meat " 
arose out o f  some oversoul and 
transmogrified into all o ther words. 
Neither do I believe that cavemen 
spoke English over the o ld campfire. 
My mother, who thought for a while I 
was learning about some strange new 

no t print anything racist , sexist, or 
ageist. 

Most o f  our mat erial and inspiration 
for material comes from the community. 
We encourage you, the reade r, to be ­
come more than a reader . We we lcome 
all stori�s and tips for stori es, 
whi ch you can mai l  to our o ffice . The 
deadl ine for next issue is Jan. 7, 

If you'd like to work o n  the Post and/ 
o r  come to meetings, call us at 
828 -7232. You can also reach fo lks at 
828-6885 . 

You can make bread hawking the Post - -
1 5 ¢  a copy , except f o r  the first 50 
copies on whi ch you make o nly 10¢ a 
copy . Call us at 828 -7232 . 

Mai l ,  whi ch we more than welcome, 
should be sent to : the Post -Amerikan 
PO Box 3452 , Blo omingto n IL 6 1 701 .  
Be sure you tell us i f  you don't want 
your letter printed! Otherwise, i t's 
likely to end up on our letters page. 

National Health Care Services (abortion assist­
ance in Peoria)--691-9073 

National Runaway Switchboard--800-621-4000 
in Illinois--800-972-6004 (all 800 #'s toll free) 

Occupational Development Center--828-7324 
PATH (Personal Assistance Telephone Help)--

827-4005 
Parents Anonymous--827-4005 (PATH) 
Planned Parenthood--827-8025 
Prairie Alliance--452-8492 
Post-Amerikan--828-7232 
Prairie State Legal Aid--827-5021 
Project OZ--827-0377 
Public Aid, McLean Cnty. Dept. of--827-4621 
Rape Crisis Line--827-4005 (PATH) 
SAW (Student Association for Women, ISU)--

438-7619 
Small Changes Alternative Bookstore--829-6223 
Sunnyside Neighborhood Center--827-5428 
Tele Care--828-8301 
Unemployment Compensation/Employment 

Office--827-6237 
United Farmworkers Support Group--452-5046 
Women's Switchboard--800-927-5404 

tribe, finally set me straight on the 
Si oux . I swallowed chewing gum and, 
by the Dewey system, learned that it  
didn't stick my insides toge the r. 
The Communists I encountered se emed 
much more likely to bore one to death 
than to do anything as energeti c as 
engage in a chase. 

And it's very clear to me that 
" l iberty and j usti c e  for all" is just 
as nonexistent as th e S igh-o o-ex 
Indians . The "under God" j a z z  I 
never qui t e  bought, be ing brought up 
a Unitarian . 

My po int is that ignorant grade school  
tea chers tell  misinformation to 
gullible little kids all the time, 
and no one's really the worse for it . 
But, a new question comes up when your 
grownup governor, who knows bet ter, 
signs a law that the kids are required 
to repeat a mass of misinformation 
e very morning as part of a bi zarre 
patriotic  ritual whi ch also invo lves 
hand and body motion. 

If Governor Thompson has his way, 
the pledge will be mandatory in all 
publi cly funded grade scho o ls ,  
beginning Jan . 1 .  He signed the 
legislation early in O ctober, openly 
admitting that i t's "plainly 
unconstitutional . "  

Yes, the Gov wants a ll the kids to 
say the pledge of allegiance every 
day, be cause he said it  e ve ry day and 
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Post Sellers 
BLOOMINGTON 
Eastgate IGA, at parking lot exit 
Medusa's Adult World, 420 N. Madison 
The Back Porch, 402 1/2 N. Main 
SW corner, Front & Main 
Downtown Postal Substation 
Bl. Post Office, E. Empire (at exit) 
Devary's Market, 1402 W. Market 
Harris Market, 802 N. Morris 
Hickory Pit, 920 W. Washington 
Biasi's Drug Store, 217 N. Main 
Discount Den, 207 N. Main 
U-1 Grocery, 918 W. Market 
Kroger's, 1110 E. Oakland 
Bus Depot, 523 N. East 
Wash House, 609 N. Clinton 
Pat's Billiard Supply, 80i'W. Market 
Common Ground, 516 N. Main 
Man-Ding-Go's, 312 S. Lee 
Mel-0-Cream Doughnuts, 901 N. Main 
Mr. Donut, 1310 E. Empire 
Doug's Motorcycle, 809 S. Morris 
K-Mart, at parking lot exit 
Small Changes Bookstore, 409A N. Main 
Lay-Z-J Saloon, 1401 W. Market 
Pantagraph Building (in front) 
NE corner, Main & Washington 

NORMAL 
Triple Treat, 1528 E. College 
Redbird IGA, 301 S. Main 
Mother Murphy's, 111 1/2 North Sto 
Ram, 101 Broadway Mall 
Eisner's, E. College (near sign) 
Divinyl Madness, 115 North St. 
Bowling and Billiards Center, ISU 
W.W. Bakeshop, 602 Kingsley 
Cage, ISU Universi ty Union 
Midstate Truck Flaza, Route 51 north 
Upper Cut, 318 Kingsley 
Old Main Book Store, 207 s. Main 

OUTTA TOWN 
Galesburg: Under the Sun, 427 E. Main 
Monmouth: Head's Up, 123 W. First 
Peoria: Sound Warehouse, 3217 N. Univ. 
Springfield: King Harvest Food Co-op 

1131 S. Grand Ave East 
Urbana: He rizon Bkstre, 517 S. Goodwin 

be li eves "my respe ct for our country 
and i ts flag grew, at least in part, 
out of this exer cise . "  Weak , Gov , 
very weak . I t's pre tty bad when your 
state leader's patriotism is based on 
a mindless daily mouthing of vague , 
inac curate , and superstitious 
promises. 

I see the pledge -a-alle giance bill as 
part of a wave of unexamined 
nat i onal ism; the Gov is asking 
children to promise loyalty to a 
country that won't even promise them 
medical care, equal rights, or a warm 
house in the winter. 

When I was in grade scho o l, we learned 
about the terrible Russians , who begin 
brainwashing thei r  citizens at a very 
young age to always be lieve the leaders 
and never question authority . •  

--Pho ebe Caulfi e ld 
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Beat the nuke thru the back door! 
I f  I l l ino i s  w e r e  M i s s our i , the C l in ­
ton nuk e  w o u l d  now b e  ab andoned; i t  
p r ob ab l y  w o u ld ne ve r have b e e n  
s ta rted ; and i t  c e rta inly w o u l d  not 
c o s t  I l l ino i s  Power C o . cus tome r s  
ne a r l y  s o  much 

·
money . 

In 1 9 76 the vote rs o f  M i s s uo r i  
p a s s e d  a r e fe rendum whi ch m ade i t  
i l l e ga l  f o r  a uti l i ty i n  that 
s tate to charge c ons ume r s  fo r a 
p l ant that was not y e t  c o mp l e ted . 

I f  I l l ino i s  had a l aw l i k e  that, 
the I l l i no i s  Comme r c e  C o mm i s s i on 
c ould not have o v e r ru l ed i t s  own 
sta f f  and voted to l e t  I llino i s  
Power cha r ge i t s  custom e r s  f o r  the 
costs o f  the nuc l e a r  p owe r p l ant 
it's build i ng at C l inton. 

Acc o rding to I l lino i s  P owe r i t s e l f, 
wo�k would have stopped at C l i nton 
-- b e c aus e o f  l ack o f  money - - i f  the 
comme r c e  c o mm i s s i on had re fus ed to 
let the uti l i ty cha rge f o r  c ons truc ­
ti on c o s ts . 

I f  I l l i no i s  had a l aw l i ke M i s s our i ' s , 
the eno rmous c o s t  o f  b u i l d i ng 
nuc l e a r  p owe r p l ants, whi ch a r e  now 
p r i ced at o ve r  $1 b i l l i on a p i e c e ,  
w o u l d  p robab ly me an that n o  m o r e  
p l ants w o u l d  b e  b u i l t  in I l l i no i s . 
No uti l i ty ,  c e rta i nly not I l l i no i s  
P ow e r, could a f fo rd to b o r r ow that 
much mone y f o r  as long as it tak e s  
t o  b u i l d  a nuk e . 

I l l ino i s  C o mme rce C omm iss i on ( I CC) 
ana ly s ts r e c o mmended ag ainst a llow ing 
I l l i no i s  Powe r to inc lude construc ­
tion - w o rk s - i n - p r o g r e s s  c o s ts i n  
util ity b i l l s . The ana l y s ts s a i d  the 
I C C would b e  rew a rding I l l ino i s  
Powe r ' s  mas s i ve c o s t  o ve r runs and 
" s u s p e ct" management p ra ct i c e s  b y  
approving the utility's reque s t . The 
cost o f  the C l inton nuke has ri sen from 

$429 m i l l i on to $1 . 3  b i ll i on . 

Yet the I C C rul e d  that I l l ino i s  Pow e r  
c an r a i s e  i ts r ate s to c o v e r  $9 7 
m i l l i on i n  c ons tructi on c o s ts . 
I l l i no i s  P owe r had wanted to c o ve r  
$ 2 40 m i l l i on o f  the c o s t  o f  the nuke . 

The r ate i nc r e a s e  me ans that a 
month l y  e l e ctr i c  b i l l  o f  $15 has  
g one up to $17, and a b i ll o f  $ 2 4  
w i l l  n o w  b e  $ 2 7 . 50 .  That ' s an 
i n c re a s e  o f  m o r e  than 10%, and 
I l l ino i s  Powe r alre ady i ntends to 
a s k  f o r  m o r e  next ye a r . I t  w i l l  
p r ob ab ly c ont i nue to a s k  fo r - - and 
get- - 10% incre a s e s  e ve ry ye a r  unt i l  
19 84 when the nuke i s  s che duled fo r 
c omp l e t i on . 

The o b v i ous answ e r  to I l l ino i s  Pow e r  
and t o  the I C C i s  f o r  the vote rs o f  
I l l ino i s  to p a s s  a l aw l i ke 
Mi s s our i ' s • 

- - D .  Le Seure w ith thanx to the 
St. Lou i s  Po s t - D i s p atch 

"'JUST A "6160LV 1'USSVCAT! 

Illinois Power v.1ould rather 
• 

vve vvere 1n the dark 
I l linois Power Company would rather 
we didn't know some things. For 
ins tance: 

- - That its  profits went up 1 1 . 8% last 
year and that returns on its  common 
stock were up 1 0 . 35% . The rate of 
return for stockholders has been 
12 . 2%, twi ce what you get on a savings 
account at your bank. Yet I PC said i t  
needed the rate hike to be financially 
healthy . 

--That the Illinois Commerce Commiss ion 
want s a new audi t on I PC's Clinton 
nuke . Cost overruns there have 
reached 200%, and IPC wants to pass 
them straight on to its cus tomers . 

--That I PC cus tomers are paying the 
company $1.5 mi l lion for "land held 
for future use," land that is not 
providing any servi ce to cus tomers. 
Yet if thi s land i s  sold , IPC will 
pocket more handsome profi ts. 

--That l ast year alone , IPC charged 
its  eustomers $3 9 . 8  mill ion in federal 

taxes but paid the government only 
$8 . 1  million. IPC kept the rest. 

- -That from 1 973 to 1 97 9, the pri ce of 
500 kilowatts of electricity (normal 
usage for one month) for I PC cus tomer s 
rose by over 80%, nearly twi ce as fas t  
as the rate of inflation. Wages , on 
the ·other hand, have risen at only 
half the inflation rate and for those 
unemployed or on fixed incomes the 
si tuation is even worse . 

- -That IPC's Chairperson and President 
Wendell J. Kelley lives at 54 Dellwood 
Dr . ,  Decatur I L  62521 . Executive 
Vi ce Pres idents Charles W. Wells and 
William C. Gerstner live at 2241 
Ravina Park Rd. , Decatur IL 62526 and 
at 535 N. Coµntry Club Rd. , 
respectively . e  

--Thanks to the Illinois 
Publ ic Act ion Council for 
some of thi s  informat ion . 

Mamie's mitre mighty Post Pope 
Poll Results 

A s  we promi sed you last month , the 
re sults of the Post Pope Poll are in 
and have been count ed by an unbias e d  
sourc e--the author. I a m  happy t o  
atmounce that the Late Mamie Eisen­
hower has replaced John Paul II as 
the o fficial vo ice  of the church, 
state and Po st -Amerikan . 

Mamie garnered almo st 50% o f  the votes 
cast, receiving a final tally of 
2 , 346 . A clo se se cond was Claudia who 
captured 1 , 659 votes. Better luc k  
next time , Claudia.  (Complete  
ele ction re sults appear at the end  of  
this article . )  

We had a difficult time reaching 
Mamie to tell her the go od news, but 
when she was informe d of our purpose, 
she graciously granted us an 
audie.nce. "I am just pleased as 
punch," she told us, smiling broadly . 

A s  it is customary for a newly 
ele cted Pope to choo s e  a new name, I 
asked Mamie whi ch name she had 
de cide d to be calle d .  " I have cho sen , '' 
she paused, as  the room hushed to hear 
her announcement, "to be calle d the 
Late Mamie Eis enhower . "  The roomful 
o.f anxious admirers was stunned . I 
asked her why she was breaking 
precedent in thi s  manner , and she 
replied, "I changed my name for 

Dwight ,  honey, and I ain't changin' 
it again for nobody . Ever." 

In her acceptance spe e ch, Mami e  again 
broke with tradition and announced 
that there were go ing to be some new 
commandments around. The only one 
of the o rginal 10 left untouched was 
Thou shalt not kill. "Killing is vile, 
inexcusable , and simply will not be 
tolerated," said Pope Mamie . She went 
on to explain that we were all Mamie's 
children, and that her ve rsion o f  
the commandment include d no t killing 
the birds of the sky , the fish 
o f  the sea, the beasts of the field, 
as  well as other pe ople. "Ge t used to 
soy burgers, " she told us . "No more 
poisoning the rivers with pollutants; 
no more bear-skin rugs; no more 
aerosol cans;-no more nuke s. " 

"'Iha t '  s the first one, " she said. 
"The rest are as follows : 2 )  Thou 
shalt not c ommit s ex ism; 3 )  Thou 
shalt no t commit heterosexism; 4) 
Thou shalt no t commit clas sism; 5 )  
Thou shalt not commit ageism; 
6) Thou shalt no t commit racism; 7 )  
Thou shalt love and nur�ure each o ther 
8) Thou shalt live in peace with one 
another; 9) Thou shalt share the go o d  
life;. and 10 ) Thou shalt , above all 
els e , have fun!" 

At that point Mamie che cke d her watch 

and started to leave. When asked where 
she was going she replied , "Well , 
Dwight should be out of tne showe r now, 
and I am going to put the tenth 
commandment into practice. " None of us 
could fault her for that. 

So , Mamie, you fought the goo d  fight , 
and you won. I think I speak for the 
entire staff when I say that none of 
us could be more pleased if we had 
fixed the ele ction ourselves. 

The rest of the vo ting was : Morris 27, 
Bobby Funk 25, Wanda the Dancing Ho t 
Dog 24, write-in candidate W. C. Pape r  
24 , Amy Carter 18, Madalyn Murray 
O'Hair 1 8, Gilda Radner 17, write -in 
candidates the Late Que en·Mary and 
Bro derick Crawford 16 each, write-in 
candidate De borah Wiatt 15 (thanks, 
fans! ) ,  Nanook of the North 13, wri te­
in candidate Elvis Pre sley 13 , Flo 
Kennedy 11, write -in candidate Richard 
Pryor 11, and write-in candidate 
Lassie brought up the rear with 10 
votes. 

Thanks to all o f  you who participated 
in this first ever public papal 
ele ction, and to the r e st of you , if 
you didn ' t  vo te, you have two options. 
Either don ' t complain about the results 
o r  hold your own ele c tion . �  

--Deborah Wiatt 

------------- ---------------· 
--------------------· 



The City of Bloomington bought this "20 pc Life Size Nativity Scene--Simulated Hand-Carved 
Wood Figures" (list price $1, 940) from General Plastics Corporation in 1978. The American 
Civil Liberties Union will ask Bloomington to take the display down. 

Bloom ington's nativity scene 
must go, says ACLU 

The American Civil Libertie s Union 
will ask the City o f  Blo omington t o  
take down the nativity s cene i t  bought 
and ere cted on city land , Tom 
Eimermann told the Po s t -Amerikan . 
Eimermann is chairperson o f  the A CLU ' s  
lo cal chapter. 

I f  ne c e s sary , the A CLU is pre pare d 
to go t o  court to force the city to 
dismantle the nativity s cene , which 
the civil liberties union views as an 
uncons titutional mixture of church and 
s tate. 

The A CLU ' s  de cision to a c t  came at a 
s t e ering commit t e e  mee ting De c .  4 .  

No t all city -purcha s e d  Chris tmas 
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d e corations are unconstitutiona l , 
Eimermann said. "The key is s e parating 
the s e cular aspe cts o f  Christma s  from 
its re ligious aspe c t s , "  he told the 
Po s t -Amerikan . 

I to l d  Eimermann how mu ch the city 
s pent on o ther Chris tmas ornament s ,  
the sno wman , the Santa , the wreaths 
and co lored light s . 

"Wh i l e  s ome may thi nk the s e  a r e  
f r i v o l ous exp enditu r e s ,  they � r e  n ot 
uncons titutiona l , "  Eimermann replie d . 
"The point at which A CLU would be 
strongly oppo s e d  and would take a c tion 
is when the city ' s  de corations turn 
toward re ligious s ymbo lism like cre che s 
and cro s s e s . "  

Keith Rich , as sis tant dire c t o r  o f  
Parks and Re creation , i s  in charge of 
th e city ' s  Chris tmas de corations ; he 
helped s e l e c t  and o rder them . 

When he o rdere d the nativity s c ene in 
1 96 8, Rich said he re alized that it 
wa s a different class of de coration 
than the o thers. But he said he ha s 
re ceive d nothing but p o sitive fe e dba c k  
about the city ' s  nativity s cene . 

He won ' t  be able to say that mu ch 
longer . •  

--Mark Silverstein 

----------------------------------------------� looks like a sleepy, 
serene community. 

If you listen to the city fathers, the Pantagraph, the 
civi c boosters and the phony speechmakers, you 
would think we lived in a 1930's Hollywood set. But 
let's look b e h i n d  the scenes. Each month since 
April 1972, the Post-Amerikan ha s b e e n  denting 
that serene facade, printing the embarrassing truths 
the city fathers would rather overlook. Take an­
o t h e r  look at Bloomington-Normal. Subscribe to 
the Post-Amerikan. 

For the next 12 monthly issues, send $3. 00 to Post­
A merikan, P.O. Box 3452, Bloomington, IL. 61701. 

look 
• again. 

a 

[J 

name 

ENC LOS.ED IS $ 3. 00 FOR 
THE NEXT 12 ISSUES. 

ENCLOSED IS $4 . 0 0 FOR 
A POST-AMERIKAN T-SHIRT 

addre s s  

c ity s tate Zlp 
----------------------------------------------- · 
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City drops $7500 on 

Christmas decorations 
The City of B l o omington's new ho l iday 
o rnaments make the downtown s p a r k l e  
with the true me aning of Christm a s :  
mind l e s s  extr avag ance and p l e nty of 
p l as tic . 

B y  mid - Novemb e r ,  a bulb ous 15- fo o t ­
ta l l  lighted p l a s tic S anta ( 1 3000 
w atts , $ 1 575) app e a r e d  at the C e nter 
Street entr ance to downtown , sur ­

.rounded b y  a ha l f  do z e n  3-foot - high 
lighted p l astic cones trying to l o o k  
l ike ho liday c andl e s  ( 100 w atts , 
$6 7 .SO e a ch) . 

A tang l ed net of c o l o red l ights , fake 
ho l ly and gaudy p l as tic g l ob e s  
( $400 . 50) s tr etched o v e rhe ad a c ro s s  
Cente r Str e e t , suppo rted b y  a p air of 
shaky - l o o king o rnamental  p o s ts that 
didn ' t  quite s tand up straight . 

Light p o l e s  ne a r  city h a l l  a r e  w r apped 
with stre ame r s  of p l a s tic pine and 
tins e l  ( $2 2 1 . 40)  and topped with imi ­
tation ever green g a r l ands ( Pine-G l o  
Wre aths , $48 1 . 50) . City H a l l  its e lf 
w a s  r e a l l y  decked out - - b oughs of fake 
ho l l y  of c our s e , b ut a l s o  p l a s tic 
sugar p lums ( $ 3 8 9 . 20) , a mul ti - c o l o red 
lighted wish of " S e a s ons G r e etin g s " 
( $42 3 ) , and a new 1 6 - foot p l a s tic out­
do o r  Christmas t r e e - - p r e - trimmed , 
l o aded with l ights , and stocked with 
one ( 1 )  simu l a ted gift - w r apped p l a s tic 
pres ent unde rne ath ( $ 1 050) . 

Acro s s  the s tre e t , P a r k s  and R e c re a ­
tion work e r s  tried to evoke a m o r e  
s e rious mood: they s et up a b unch of 
pl astic figures in a p oignant p o r ­
trayal of the s c ene o f  J e s u s '  birth . 

It w as n't j us t  any nativity s cene . 
Acco rding to a city document , it 
was:  

2 0  p c  Life Size Nativity Scene--Simulated 
Hand-Carved Wood Figures --Reinforced-­
quoted at 1977 prices. Set includes the 
fo llowing items: 

Mary, Joseph, Holy Infant & Crib 

Three Wise Men 
Two Camels 
Shepard--Sheep (two) 

Standing Boy & Lambs (two) 

Donkey 
Cow 
Heralding Angel 
Hovering Ange l 
Wood Stable $1, 940.00 

That de s cription is l ifted w o r d - fo r ­
ward ( even the mis s p e l l ing of 
s hephe rd) from an ite mi z e d  l i s t  of 

Chris tma s  de c o rations B l oomington 
b ou ght from ( g e t  this ) Gene r a l  
P l a s tic s C o r p o r ation in 1 978 . 

Such extravagance . Do city offi c ­
ia l s  r e a l l y  b e lieve that w e  n e e d  a 
he r a lding ange l and a hove ring ange l ?  
O r  two s he e p - - w ou l dn ' t  one c onvey 
the ho l y  me s s ag e  j ust as we l l ?  

*********************** 

I f  y ou've been s u s p e cting , a s  I 
have , that the re are more  ho l iday 
de c o r ations g l aring at us in down ­
town B l o omington the l as t  c oupl e  
o f  y e a r s , y ou' r e  right . ( S o  am I.) 

The City of B l o omington did not s pend 
money on Chris tmas de c o r ations until 
1 9 78 , a c c o rding to Ke ith Rich,as si s ­
tant dire ctor of P a r k s  and Re creation . 

In the y e a r s  befo re 1 9 78 , the city ' s  
invo l vement w a s  mino r - - putting up 
Christmas l ante rns on downtown street 
p o l e s . Tho s e  47 l ante rns , which city 
c rews s ti l l mount e ve ry ye a r , w e r e  
not purch a s ed with city funds . The 
Downtown Counci l , a g roup of p rivate 
busine s s  owne rs , b ou ght the l ante rns 
and donated them to the city , a c c o rd­
ing to Keith Rich . 

B efore 1 9 78 , the city ' s  s ub sidizing of 
Christm a s  de c o r ating c onsis ted only of 
l ab o r ,  not c a s h .  

Without e ven dis cus sing their philb­
s ophic a l  dep arture from p a s t  
p r actic e , Rich s aid , the city approved 
a l ar g e  purcha s e  of d e c o r ations in 
1 9 78 and m ade a budget c ommitment to 
s p end mo re money e a ch y e a r  in the 
future.  

B l o omington b ought $6000 wo rth of 
p l a s tic de c o r ations in 1978 , 
$1500 wo rth in 1 9 79 , and p l ans to 
s p e nd $ 1500 e a ch s uc ce0ding y e a r . 
Rich s aid the 5 - y e a r  b udget a l s o  s e ts 
a s ide an addition a l  $5000 to rep l ace 
the Downtown C o uncil ' s  l ante rns in 
19 8 3  o r  19 8 4. 

At my reque s t , �eith Rich examined his 
depa rtment r e c o rds to de termine how 
many e mp l oy e e  p e r s on-hours w e r e  s pent 
s e tting up the Chris tmas de c o rations 
this ye a r . 

He c ame up with 2 16 hour s , which c o sts 
the city $142 2 in w a g e s , figuring pay 
at the r ate of a P a r k s  and Re c l ab or e r .  
I would gue s s  the city w ould s p end 
anothe r $700 o r  s o  in wage s to p a y  

Buy glistening plastic blood 
When you ' re fuming about the dough 
Bloomington spent on Nativity-a-go-go , 
you should think about the ot�er civic 
pro j ects the money could provide . The 
money the c ity spent consists of 
federal revenue- sharing funds , which 
aren ' t  earmarked for c ertain pro j ects : 
the city l eaders decide . Here ar e 
some possibilities for what we could ' ve 
done with that $75001 no doubt you ' ll 
feel l ike adding a few sugge stions of 
your own. 

--Prov i de subsidies for old peopl e and 
poor p eopl e  to pay their heat bills in 
the winter . 

- -Make c ity bus fare cheaper (or free )  
during the winter. 

--Help out a struggl ing underground 
newspaper. 

--Set up a clinic for free abortions 
on demand . 

--Give a free dental check-up to every­
one in town . 

--Financ e a revolution in a small 
third-world nation . 

- - Buil d sidewalks so you coul d walk 
from Bloomington to Normal. 

- - Buy large l ighted easter bunni e s  and 
s imulated wood cruc ifixes with 
gl istening plastic blood for easter­
time . e 

--Phoebe Caul fi el d  

In a new program of buying Christmas decorations, 

Bloomington bought this 15-foot Santa (list price: 
$1575) , a basically identical snowman (list price: 
$1575) and a nativity scene (list price: $1, 940) 
in its first $6, 000 order from General Plastics Co. 

wo rke rs to take the de c o rations down 
in J anuary . 

So the city is c ommitted to spending 
ab out $2 100 in l ab o r  and $1500 in 
c as h  fo r mate ria l s  e ach year  on 
Christmas de c o r ations , in addition 
to its initia l  $6 000 1 9 78 o rder from 
Gene r a l  Pfa s tic Corp . 

The city isn ' t  b eing tota l l y  fis c a l l y  
ir r e s ponsib l e , though . F o r  $7500 
the city r e ceived what Gene r a l  
P l a stic s C o r p . 's lis t p rice s  quote at 
$9 8 1 7- - the city obtained a 2 0 - 2 5% 
dis count by thoughtful l y  o rde ring 
b efore the Christmas rush. • 

- -Nark Sil ve rstein 

City throws 
$3000 party 

Be sides splurging on munic ipal 
Christmas decorations , the C ity 
of Bloomington also c elebrates  
the hol idays by paying for a 
Christmas party--a $JOOO Christ­
mas party. 

In a memo prepared for c ity 
counc il approval Nov . lJ, C ity 
Manager Bill Vail asked that 
proc edures  requiring competitive 
bidding be waived for the annual 
Christmas party. The Parks and 
Recreation employee s--sponsors 
of the party- -wi shed to negotiate 
directly with caterers and 
wanted approval to spend up to 
$JOOO. 

The memo said 500 city employees 
are expected to attend . • 
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Every little girl needs a doll for 
Christmas. Each year the do lls do 
something a little different. When I 
was a kid , they came out with Baby 
Pat-a-Burp, This year the toy stores 

Be an oil magnate! Be the first one 
to get 10 barrels of oil but be 
careful ,  blow the well and you ' ll 
blow your fortune. 

This is an ad for a game called 
"Blow Out, " intended for children 
ages 6 and up. Isn't that great? 
Let ' s  encourage our kids to be oil 
tyco ons. Rip o ff poor people who 
can't afford to heat their homes. 
Decent! 

This is just one o f  the lovely play­
things that you can buy at Eastland 
Mall t o  indoctrinate your children 
in the Amerikan way. Toys have been 
getting steadily more out o f  control 
since Mighty Mouse went space age. 

This year's toys play heavily on 
space adventure favorites "Battle 
Star Galactica" and "Star Wars . "  
Mattel has come out with Shot Gun 
Warriors--Invincible Warriors of 
World Freedom. I wonder which "World 
Freedo m" they had in mind. White 
imperialism perhaps . The se swe ll 
guys come in several different 
styl e s  with rockets that can be 
launche d from their che st. Their 
fists can be launched too. You can 
purchase the se wonderful toys for 
only $14.99 
I f  you feel e specially guilt-tripped 
this year, you can inve st instead in 
Sir Galaxy Radio Control Robot , 
which sells for $69.99. 
Of course, they still make the old 
standbys for boys, such as plasti c 
army men, laser guns, hot wheels , 
and trucks. Some of the toys tradit­
ionally aimed at young males did 
have pictures of girls on the 
package too , but I sure did ' nt 
notice any boys pictured with bro oms 
or deluxe do lly diaper bag sets. 

are pushing several really 
outrageous dolls. 
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The one I found most disgusting 
was called "Whoopsie!" On the box 
it says: " I just love to be happy 
and silly. Just sque e z e  my s o ft 
tummy and my hair flips up and I 
whistle Whoopsie!" I think this doll 
is a true insult to a little girl ' s  
intelligence. 

"Sweet Fac e "  is a lJ-inch toddler 
that "little girls will love to make 
up." She comes in either black o r  
white, and s h e  has a heartbeat too. 
You can listen to her heartbeat with 
Kenner's Heartbeat Ste tho scope, sold 
s e parately. 

"Baby Grows Up"is the doll that has 
been named this year's wors.t toy by 
consumer groups. This doll is 
suppo sed to grow and change from a 
baby into a to ddler when a bottle 
is sque e z e d  in her mouth . Instead 
it lo oks bloated and deformed. 

A new doll called "Baby Wet ' n '  
Care" with simulate d diaper rash 
is so popular that she is sold out 
everywhere. One clerk told me tha t 
all they had left was "the stuff to 
pat on her but t." 

The toy departments also carry all o f  
tho s e  miniature toy appliance s  to 
train the young girl s· how to be good 
wives, and mommies. There are washing 
machine s, brooms, sewing machines ,  
toasters and tea sets . This season ' s  
perversion in the homemaker area o f  
the toy market is the addition o f  
the Princess Coffe e Maker and the 
Betty Cro cker Microwave oven. Barbie 
also has her own microwave oven this 
year, and the new sun lovin' Malibu 
Barbie comes compl e te with strap 
marks from her bathing suit. 

A consumer group c all ed the Consumer 
Affairs Committee o f  Americans for 
Demo cratic A ction , which has b e en 
s tudying toys for 8 yrs. has de clare d  
that some toys belong in the trash 
box rather than the toy che st. 
Included in this list are "Ork Egg, " 
which is an egg fill ed with green 
slime that damages furniture, 
clothes, and hair; " Spac e Creature ' s  
Full Head Mask, " which uses flammabl e  
cement; "Zodiac , "  a $40 toy compute:r 
for charting horo scopes; "Gobbles , 
the Crazy Eating Goat , "  which eats an 
endle ss amount of plastic garbage and 
"Zap-Zap Racetrack , "  which has cars 
that can jump off the track and hit a 
child in the face . 

Don ' t  get me wrong . I think toys are 
great if they're safe, creative and 
durable. But te levision advertising 
puts so much pre s sure on tire d, over­
worke d parents . Kids see some cheaply 
made , faddish toys on t.v. and they 
just have to have it. If they wake up 
Christmas day and it ' s  not there, 
then you might as will have no t 
bought them anything. I say ditch the 
tv, but that's ano ther story . 

� ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... , .......... ti.! Small Changes lives! . 
.� 

Fisher-Price and Plays choo l  seem to 
make some reasonable, cr�ative toys 
that both boys and girls can have 
hours o f  fun with. I also saw some 
neat craft kits like weaving looms, 
paint ' n' number by Se same Street, 
and Disco Glitter, a kit to make 
glitter de signs on T-shirts. For 
younger kids there are some really 
far-out puppe ts. Lots of y o u  f o l k s  may h ave noti ced and Luma, we re on my birth te am, s o  ii! 

th at the �ookstore was c l o s ed an the y  were unab l e  to work at the s to r e . � 
awful l ot dur i n g  the week of Nov . 26- My l ab o r  c o':l-ch h ad a co ld, and b y  th� � 
De c .  1 .  Ac cording to th e fe edb ack end of a fai r l y  l ong l ab o r, everyone s � Don't l e t  Amerika make you go out and 

get in debt over Chr.istmas toys. Give 
your kids practical gifts and some o f  
your time. Give them love, instead of 
violent guns or microwave ovens . Have 
fun. Buy your girl a truck . • 

we got, s ome p e o p l e  were wonde r i n g  if r e s i stance was pretty we l l  g one . . ii! 
we had c l o s ed a ltogeth e r .  Eve ryb ody at the b i rth c ame down with � 
A thous and time s NO�: An unfo rtunate 
comb ination of c i r cumstanc e s  fo rced us 
to keep the store c l o s e d  mo re than i t  
h ad eve r been c l o s e d  b efore, and we're 
s o r ry it happened th at way . But we're 
open on a re gular b as i s  a g a in, and plan 
to stay open as  nuch as p o s s ib le b e ­
twe en.. now and Chri stma s . Don't c ount 
on us for l as t - minute s h o p p i ng, though, 
a s  we' l l p r ob ab ly a l l  b e  o ut of town 
on the 24th . 

A m ajor re as on th at we we re c l o s e d  s o  
much the l as t  we e k  of Novemb e r  i s  th at 
I went i nto l ab o r  on Monday afte rnoon 
and g ave b irth to my first chi ld, 
Je s s e  Monroe, at 5 p . m .  on Tue sday . 
Two oth e r  c o l l e ctive memb e r s ,  Andre a 

a nasty c o ld - - th at kept Andrea and � 
L um a  o ut of the s to r e  for the r e s t  of I the we e k . ii! 
Add to that the fact th at Sus i e  was I wo rk i n g  a temp o rary ful l -time job � Susan 
th at wee k, I was r e c ove ri n g  from � 
l ab o r  and g iv i n g  b i rth, and Lori � ........................ ..,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,..-.-: 
unde r standab l y  didn't h ave the 

. 
And Je s s e and I are p utt i n g  i n  l ots of 

e ne r gy to
_ 

c arry on a lone, and y o u  time at t h e  store s o  the re's a o o d  c o m e  u p  with an uns taffed s to re . 
'f 

' g 

We d i dn't l ik e  i t  e i th e r . We h o p e  chan c e  th at i
_ 

y o u  s t o p  b y  y o u  c an 

· t h 
' · meet my charming n e w  s on .  Th at a lone 

i n eve r appens again . · 
1 1  h 

· · · 1 1  i s  we wort a visit, in my tota y 

So, h opefu l ly, i f  y o u  come to Sma l l 
C h an g e s  i n  the n e xt c o up l e  of wee k s ,  
y o u  won't find a darkened s to refr o nt . 
Rath e r, y o u  s h o u l d  find i t  l ive l i e r  
than eve r .  Our good f r i e nd Tom 
P o u l iot just made us  wonde rful n e w  

b i a s ed o p i n i on . 

We're s ti l l  a round . 
re as on, come s e e  U5. 
h o l idays !  

F o r  wh ateve r 
And happy 

--Jul i e  di s play s h e lve s th at are l o aded with 
f h S 1 1  Ch new b o oks,  c a rd s ,  and oth e r  g ift- 0 �

1
t �- ma ang e s  

worthy s tuff fo r the h o l idays . c o  e c  ive 
�-..... .... � .. .,..�,� ..... �, ............................ � ........................................................................................................... , ..................................................................................... �....,.. .... 'W 

An ti-sexist 
B o ok s  are an impo rtant way for 
ch i ldren to get a s en s e  of thems e lve s 
and the wo r ld the y  l ive in . Many 
k ids ' b o o k s  re info r ce s e x i st e xp e cta­
tions  by p o rtray i n g  b oy s  as  s trong and 
adventurous and g i r l s  as  we ak and 
d o c i l e . S e x i s t  attitude s,  repe ated 
ove r and ove r in b oo k s  and oth e r  
med i a, s lo w l y  a l te r  ch i ldr e n's pe r­
ceptions  unt i l  s te re otyp e s  and myths 
a r e  a c cepted as re a l ity .  

Many kids' b oo k s  p re s en t  a very n a rrow 
view of adu l t  l ife, too . Mar r i age and 
fam i l y  are the g o a l s  fo r wome n ; c a re e r  
and s ucce s s  a re the g o a l s  for men . 
The m ajo r ity of b oo k s  p re s ent an image 
of r e a l ity whi c h  i gn o r e s  these facts : 
m�_

ny moth e rs work o uts i de the h ome, 

kids' books at Small Changes 
s ome fam i l i es h ave o n l y  one p arent, 
s ome c h i l dren g o  to day-care c e nte rs, 
and not a l l  fam i l ie s  are wh ite and 
i n  the midd l e  c l a s s . 
At Sma l l  C h an g e s  B o o k s to re, we c a rry 
a s e l ection of k i d�' b oo k s  that 
emphas i z e a l ar g e  numb e r  of images  
fo r chi l dren to draw o n . B oth b oy s  
and g i r l s  c an b e  s tron g, b r ave, 
h e r o i c, and c l e ve r .  Adults of e ithe r  
s e x  may work to s up p o rt the fam i l y  
and/ o r  manage the home . The charac­
te r s  in the b oo k s  we c arry a re B l a c k, 
Wh ite, Chicano, and O ri enta l . 

Many of our b oo k s  are b i l i n g u a l ,  too, 
p r i nted i n  S p an i s h  as  we l l  as  E n g l i s h . 
In our books chi ldren find l ove, joy, 
adventure, and p rob l em s  to s o lve, a l l  

with in a varie ty of s o c i a l  s e tting s  
and fami l y  l ife s ty l e s . 

Te l e vi s i on, r ad i o ,  news p ap e rs,  maga­
z in e s ,  and b i l l b o a rds are forever 
remind i n g  us  of o u r  s o c i et a l  ro l e s . 
That's a l ot of ne g ative i nput . But 
you c an s ti l l  h e l p  the k id s  in y o u r  
l i fe to g row u p  free t o  choo s e  h o w  
the y' l l b e, b y  p r o v i d i n g  them w i th 
p l enty of p o s itive,  r o l e-free imag e s  
in the b ooks the y  r e ad .  P l e a s e  
cho o s e  c a refu l l y, s o  the k ids h ave 
a cho i c e ,  to o . r 

Toward a b r i ghte r future, 
The Sma l l  Chan g e s  C o l l e ctive 
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NO WAR NO WAR! 
When I hear a group of strange men 
laughing , I am afraid .  

When I hear that th ere are people who 
want war with Iran , I am astonished and 
appalled . 

Th ese  two things are connected , and I 
will tell you why . 

Last month wh en I went to fill th e 
Post-Amerikan machine at Watterson 
Place in Normal , I was menac ed by three 
men, There was spitting and there were 
taunts :  " I s  s omething wrong ? "  They 
did no t attack me , but attack was in 
the air . 

Th ese three  men , each larger than I ,  
were drunk . That i s  not an excus e ,  
but it may explain why they acted out 
their soul s  on a cold sidewalk in the 
shadow of the tall est dormitory in 
Christendom.  

They en j oyed menacing me , making me 
afraid ,  j ust as they enj oyed harass ing 
a woman who had the ill luck to p as s  
by a t  the same time . 

What ' s  worse , they needed to do these 
things . 

These  three  men needed to exer c i s e  
power over some other person . Th is i s  
common , and I am certain they d o  the 
same thing to  each other : we have all 
s een young men at horseplay ,  shoving 
each other , two against one . 

There i s  an old j oke , cartooned many 
t imes with the same sad undercurr ent 
o f  all j okes that carry a grain o f  
shameful truth . In thi s  joke , the bo ss 
yells at the husband , who go es home and 
snaps at the wife , who scolds the 

'The only serious drawback I c an see about 
bringing this weapon into production is that 
it might bring civilization, as we know it, 
to an end.' 

child , who kicks the dog . The sad 
undercurrent is told in the milli ons 
of us who l earned about power in j ust  
thi s  way--and mo st o f  us  never stopped 
kicking the dog . 

When I escaped  tho s e  three men at 
Watterson Plac e ,  I was resentful and 
vengeful . I wi shed someone would cut 
their balls o ff for the fear they had 
caus ed me . 

When the Iranians took ho stages from 
the U . S .  embassy in Tehran , many people 
reacted as I did at Watterson Plac e . 
They wanted revenge . Some--pol iticians 
and professi onal commentators even-­
have insisted that the U,S . must 
correct this insult to its honor by 
mil itary acti on . These  peopl e ,  mostly 
men , say that we canno t be pushed 
around , threatened ,  made afraid .  Five 

years of higher and higher o il prices , 
five years of threats to the U . S .  
standard o f  l iving have made them 
afraid and bitterly res entful . 

Th ey still want to kick the dog . 

They want war . 

They want war despite the fact that � viol enc e of any sort is c ertain to 
l eave more peopl e dead than if the 
Iranians kill ed every hostage . They 
want war , tho ugh it will expend more. 
treasure o f  every sort than can 
possibly be gained from a defeated 
Iran . 

They want back the good years when U . S .  
military power made it possibl e for us 
to take what we wanted from the rest o f  
the worl d without making proper payment 
in return . The hatred , the desire for 
revenge that Mexicans or Iranians feel 
toward Amerika is not simpl e envy of 
our wealth . The U . S . has kicked them , 
repeatedly . 

I say that if it is nec e ssary for us 
to start a war to regain the respect 
o f  the world or to protect our honor 
or to pres erve our way of l ife , then 
we do no t des erve respect , nor is our 
honor or our way of l ife worth 
pres erving . 

I think the Iranians already know 
enough about viol enc e without our 
making war on them , and I think we 
ourselves have yet a few things to 
l e.arn about c ivilized  behavior . 
What happened to me when I went to 
fill that Post-Amerikan machine 
last month was not c ivil i z ed.• 

--Dan LeS eure 
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On Sunday , Dec . 23, three  gay peopl e  
from Blo omington-Normal will appe ar 
in the discussion por tion o f  " The 
Baxters , "  a syndicated TV show that 
is aired at 5:30 p . m .  on Channel 1 9  
(WRAU ) . The following account of the 
taping s e s sion t ells how exciting , 
scary , and infuriating such an exper­
ienc e can be , e specially if you ' r.e 
gay . 

TAKE ONE 

Channel 19 asks Gay P eopl e ' s  Alliance 
to s end some lesbians and gay men (two 
of each , please )  for reactions to the 
episode of " The Baxters " that deal s  
with gay teachers, 

At first they want only peopl e from 
c entral Illinois in education or 
preparing to be teachers .  Do they 
hone stly exp e c t  to find anyone like 
that who ' d  actually be willing to go 
on TV? That ' s  the show ' s  whol e  point 
- - should gay teachers get booted? I f  
i t  weren ' t  still a risk f o r  a gay 
teacher to go public , there wouldn ' t  
be any question to discus s . 

Initially Chris and I have lots o f  
reservations : is this ano ther exploi­
tation of gay suffering? It ' s  no t 
j ust an academic que stion to us; it's 
our lives . And what ' s  to talk about? 
Of course gay peopl e should be 
teachers . End of discus sion . 

But nobody else will go. And we ' re 
told that there ' ll be no whacko 
fundamentalists in the audience .  
(Trusting fools . )  O . K . , I'll go . 
Who needs a j o b? 

Chris says he ' ll go too . I c all 
Deborah . Might as well take our old 
show on the road--two fags and a dyke , 
singing and dancing our way into the 
hearts of middl e  Amerika . And De borah 
points out this may be our big br eak :  
our own serie s ,  a maj o r  mo tion picture 
with Bette Midl er and John Travol ta.  
Gallows humor . 

OKAY� 
I'M GOING TO -rEAcH you HOW 
To BECOME /', GA.V 1NJUSI 

A FE"W EASY 
LES'>of'JS .. , 

Off we go- -Dorothy , the scarecrow , the 
?owardly queer-- down the yellow brick 
interstate to Peoria . 

DISSOLVE to "Program Background" :  

" The Baxters" is No rman Lear ' s  latest 
brain chil d .  From the creator o f  
"All in the Family " and " Mary :rartman , 
Mary Hartmai; " comes a new c oncept in 
TV programming-- an audience-partici­
pation sitcom . 

Here ' s  how it works : Lear and Co . 
�rodu? e a mini-drama ( 1 2t mins . l ong ) 
in which the Baxter family 
(nuclearly, dad , mom ,  J kids ) trade 
almost witty lines about a c ontrover­
sial topic , leaving the issue unr e­
s olv e d .  The local station then shows 
the s c ene to a small studio audience 
tapes  a discussion of their reaction� , 
and puts the two parts together . 
Presto!- - " The Baxters , "  a JO-minute 
experiment in skimming the surfac e .  

TAKE TWO 

�he first thing I no tice when we walk 
into the conference room is the clean­
cut number looking at a book call ed 

I was a TV star 
The Gospel and the Gay (no tic e who 
gets top billing}." And he ' s  j otting 
down notes! I don ' t  think we ' re in 
Kansas anymore , Toto . 

The rest o f  the munchkins wander in . 
Not a bent one in the lot . The men 
are all in coats  or rugged , bulky 
sweaters . One ' s  addressed as 
" Reverend . "  The women go in for 
tailored suits and eye make-up . 
Exc ept the two grey-haired one s , who 
must be entered in the Mrs .  Butter­
worth look-alike c ontest . (I can ' t  
argue with my grandmo ther! ) 

Do they know we ' re the gay one s? They 
may be dumb but they ' re no t blind . We 
c ouldn ' t  stand out more  if we came in 
drag . Nobo dy whips out a can o f  
Lysol , however .  Polite bunch o f  het s .  

Enter Mr . Producer man . No meaningful 
communication here . Something about a 
pol e mike and don ' t  look up at it . 
It ' s  also becoming clear that the s e  
folk know one another; some have been 
on the show before . Deborah , Chris , 
and I huddle .  If it gets too bad , 
we ' ll just walk out . 

Into the studio and up on the risers 
(like sit�ing in a church choir l o ft ) . 
Ms . Mo derator perches on a stool in 
front o f  us and says how pleased they 
all are that we came to be in their 
little program . Wish I could say the 
same . 

First we watch the episode . Surprise 
- -it ' s  not bad . The Baxter ' s  neigh­
bor ,  who wants to get the gay teacher 
fired , is made to look something like 
the boo b  he is . (Later , in the dis­
cussion, one o f  the liberal s magnani­
mously concedes that the story is 

slanted in favor o f  the gays . I don ' t  
get to point out that that ' s  pro bably 
a first in tel evision history . ) 

Then it ' s  time for the discussion . 
They ask for a volunteer to answer 
the opening question . Silence . The 
man on the end of the second row 
raises his hand . The man on the end 
of the second row is me . What am I 
doing? What am I going to say? 

Here we go . Wait! Wait! I can ' t 
think o f  any verbs . Just nouns . You 
can ' t  make a s entenc e with j ust nouns . 

Q.: " Should sexual preferenc e be a 
determining factor in hiring 
teachers ? "  

A . : "Of  cours e  no t .  As a gay 
teache r ,  I know that my s exual 
preferenc e do esn ' t  inhibit or impair 
my teaching in any way . " 

Yep , I said that--right on TV . 
Labeled myself "Gay Teacher " right 
there in front of the godde sses and 
eve rybo dy . 

"Do e s  anybody disagree with that? " 

O h ,  dandy--they ' re going for the 
balanc ed approach . Clean- cut do e s  
indeed disagre e .  Sinful people in 
po sitions of authority and all that 
tired garbage . Improper rol e model s , 
bl ah , blah , blah . 

"Why can't we write in a gay character?" 

But several people disagree with him . 
Whatta ya know? It  isn ' t the three-o f  
us aga1nst the world ,  after all. The 
Rev turns out to be an intelligent , 
pleasant Christian who actually read 
what Christ had to say .  

Back t o  me . "Mo st o b j ections to gay 
teachers are based on the assumption 
that homo s exuality is bad . " Get right 
to the basic issue . " I ' m  here to say 
that Gay is Goo d . " 

That ' s  it--th8 c onflict is en j oined . 
A sno tty man in the back row piously 
pro claims his right to hate homos ex­
uais . He ' s  here to say gay is bad 
(teach me to use slogans ) .  As the 
dis cussion develops ,  the battl e line s 
are cl early drawn : 5 Christers v s . 
J gays and 6 assorted liberal s .  

DISSOLVE to "Profil e o f  the Enemy " :  

These peopl e - -these religious one s-­
remind me o f  tho s e  dolls that talk 
when you pull a string : they repeat 
five or six programmed remarks , again 
and again , in no particular order . 
"Homo sexuality is a sin , " " The scrip­
tures  say , " " The country is going into 
moral de cline. " And they use wo rds 
like "proper , "  "normal , "  and "moral ", 
in the same way they use " chair " or 
"water, "  like concrete words with 
verifiabl e ,  s cientific definitions . 

The two young guys say they couns el 
gay people . It ' s  painful to think o f  
what happ ens t o  a gay man o r  lesbian 
who seeks help from one of these 
bigo ts . 

TAKE THREE : Direct Hits. 

--One or t ' other of the religiously 
inane repeats the formul a for 
"morality . "  Deborah responds 
eloquently : "I  resent the assumption 
that because I ' m a l e sbian I ' m 
immo ral . I was raised hard-shell 
Baptist and am a c onv ert to Catholi­
cism, and I think I have as much 
morality as anyone here . "  



for the GPA 
- -One o f  the Bible bo z o s  c omplains 
that all the s e  homosexuals c oming out 
make him nervous and they only 
encour age o thers to go against the ir 
c onsci enc e s, which God has ordained .  
Chr i s  shoo t s  back : "I want to  say 
that coming out has been one o f  the 
m o s t  exciting, l iberating , healthy 
exp eriences of my life . "  

--Clean-cut c ounselor claims the gay 
p eople who come to him are unhappy and 
sick . Deborah and I deliver a one-two 
punch. Deborah: " These people c ome 
to  you becaus e they ' re messed up . You 
don ' t  see the many , many healthy , 
happy gay men and l e sbians . "  Me : 
" And these gay men and l e sbians are 
mess ed up because they feel re j ec ted 
and oppressed and st igmatized . Put 
an end to the stigma and you might put 
an end to thi s  man ' s  c ounseling 
practice . "  

--One Mrs .  Butterworth s e z.· "We pray 
for the homo s exual s .  That they might 
become normal . "  I s e z , "I don't need 
anyone to pray for me . I am normal . " 
Deborah s e z , " I  pray for my oppressors 
and tho s e  who oppre s s  my brothers and 
si sters everywhere . That they might 
stop their oppression . "  Chris s e z , 
" I t  makes me angry when Christianity 
is used l ike a club to beat me over 
the head . I ' m disappo int ed we 've  
talked so much about rel igion . "  

DISSOLVE to "Fri endly Fac e s ": 

The woman in the front keeps turning 
around and smil ing at us and no dding 
in agreement . She al so says something 
neat about be ing a mother who wants 
her children to ac c ept people who are 
different and to l earn about 
differenc e s . 

· 

Some of the l iberal s are teachers . 
They try to get the discussion out o f  
the gutter o f  religious pre j udice and 
back on the issue o f  what makes a good 
teacher . The other Mrs .  B has troubl e 

IT'S BEEN ONE OF T#OSE 
ALL SlifU6Gl.E No UNITY 
MVS � 

' 

"\ 

The Chris tmas s e a s on i s  upon us. 
The time of p e a c e  and j oy and, 
excus e the expre s s i on, b r othe r l y  
l ove i s  he re . This i s  the t ime when 
we a r e  a l l  s upp o s e d  to b e  b r i ght and 
che e ry and ful l  of g o o d  w i l l  and happy 
and j o l l y .  And g ay.  And mayb e that 
l a s t  i s  the r e a s on I am none of the 
othe r s . 

I w a s  one o f  tho s e  p e op l e  who w a s  
tapin g that W RAU p r o g r am, " The 
B axte rs , " l as t  n i ght . ( Se e  adj o i n ­
i n g  a rt i c l e . )  I w a s  one o f  tho s e  
p e o p l e  who g o t  c lubbed w ith Chr i s t i an 
do ctr i n e  and Chr i st i an conde s c e n s i on . 
I w a s  one o f  tho s e  p e op l e  who g o t  
c alled s i ck, p e rve rted, s in fu l ,  i m ­
mo r a l ,  b ad, w i c k e d, evi l . 

I am one o f  thos e  p e op l e  who ha s 
gre at f a i t h  i n  p e op l e  and i n  growth 
and i n  chan g e  and in the b as i c  re a s o n ­
ab l ene s s  o f  human i ty. I a l s o  thi n k  
I am, qui te p o s s ib l y ,  one o f  tho s e  
p e o p l e  who i s  q u i t e  i n s ane. 

with gay teachers , but she can 
remember when it  wasn ' t  "proper " for 
a woman who was married to  teach . A 
t eacher, she adds , should be j udged 
by his/her ability to teach . 

SOON 
"fo ee R 
MAJOR/ 
HOMOSEtUR\. 

0 ( 

TAKE FOUR: Answers We Don ' t  Give 

--'I'he snotty man talks about sex in 
publ i c  restrooms and the homosexuals 
who have 400 relationship s in two 
year s .  I don ' t  get to tell him I 
won ' t  hold him responsibl e for all 
the rapes  and wife-beatings that 
heterosexual mal e s  perpetrate if he 
won ' t  hold me re sponsibl e for all the 
actions o f  all gay peopl e . And I 
don ' t  get to tell him that i f  he 
acc epted us and let  us expre ss our 
love openly and comfortably , maybe 
s ome of us wouldn ' t  feel a need to 

Don we no\¥ 
And I think, un fo rtun ate ly, that I 
am b e c o m i n g  inc re a s i n g l y  more s an e  
a n d  ration a l  a s  the days p a s s .  

I f  I thought that l a s t  n i ght had 
done any go od, h ad chan ged anyone's 
m i nd, had opened any do o rs ,  f would 
s t i l l  have that f a i th . But it didn't. 
And I don ' t .  

L a s t  night, a s  my l o ve r  he l d  me, I 
a s ked her, " Didn't it do any g o o d ? "  
"No, " s he r e s p onde d . " W i l l  they e v e r  
chan g e ? "  "No . "  "Won ' t  peop l e  eve r  
s t op pe r s e cut i n g  and opp re s s in g  me 
b e c aus e I l ove a woman r a the r than a 
man ? "  I p l e aded . She he l d  me t i ght e r  
and a g a i n  whi s p e r ed, "No. " 

I w a nted to know then, i f  that w e r e  
t rue, why we k ept tr yin g. She s aid 
b e c aus e we had to, t o  make the l itt l e  
s p a c e  a r ound u s  a l it t l e  mo re c o m f o rt ­
ab l e: But a s  f a r  as chan gin g anyone 
who is a l re ady dead set a g a i nst us, 
frrget it . 

And I r e a l i z ed that s he w a s  r i ght . 
And I l oved he r f o r  te l l in g  me, and I 
hated he r f o r  t e l l i ng me . 

So thi s  Chr i s t m a s  s e a s on I am dep re s ­
s e d  and hurt and d i s gu s t e d  and angry 
and r e s e ntful and b i tt e r  and s addened . 
And g ay . 

And I thi n k  that, e ve n  though I know I 
don't have a s nowb a l l ' s  chan c e  i n  he l l  
o f  v i ctory, I w i l l  stop b ein g s an� and 
r at i o n a l  and w i l l  a g a i n  b e c ome hop e fu l  
a n d  f a i th fu l  and, i n e v i tab l y, i n s an e . 

resort to publ i c  j ohns and impersonal 
sex . Deborah do e sn ' t  get to say she ' s  
never had a s exual experience in a 
publ ic re stro om . 

--Cl ean-cut proudly proclaims that the 
people in Dade County voted 2-1 
against gay teachers . I don ' t  get  the 
opportunity to point out that the 
entire state of California voted down 
the Briggs Initiative , which was 
aimed directly at allowing school 
boards to fire teachers for b eing gay . 

FADE OUT to "Postmortem " :  

It ' s  over: relief, j oy, and much 
anger .  Even though it really wasn ' t  
much fun , I ' m  glad we went . I ' m  glad 
we spoke up for ourselves . I feel we 
did one hell of a j ob ,  under extremely 
adverse conditions . 

Yes ,  I get tired of hearing the s ame 
old arguments . And I ' m  dismayed to 
real i z e  that we ' re always go ing to be 
on the defensive, at least in my 
l ifetime . 

I al so feel l ike the charac ter in the 
story "Hands " --down on my knees, 
picking up the crumbs . The-TV station 
o ffers a crumb o f  a program and we 
take it . They ' re go ing to edit a 35-
minute discussion down to 12  .minute s . 
Gay peopl e need 5 hours a week for 
the next 25 years to deal with all the 
ignorance and bigotry , and we get 
thre e-fourteenths of twelve minute s .  

But I ' m glad w e  did it . And i f  I 
lose  my j ob ,  I ' ll have a gl orious 
time collecting unemployment and 
suing the ass e s  off the school board . �  

- -Ferdydurke 

our gay apparel 
And I sha l l t ak e  Twain's adv i ce and 
"dr e am othe r dreams, and b e tte r . "  • 

- - Deb o r ah W i att 
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ooking for some (legal) speed? 
A l ittle-known amphetamine -l ike 
stimulant is availabl e without a 
prescription in almost any drug­
store , 

Th e same substance i s  also be ing sold 
- -at gro ssly j acked-up pric es--by 
dealers who are e ither unscrupulo usly 
or naively passing it  o ff as genuine 
pharmaceutical sp e e d ,  

The subs tanc e i s  phenylpropanolamine 
hydrochloride , As a decongestant , it 
is a common ingredient in over-the­
counter cold medicine s . But 
pheylpropanolamine ' s  stimulant effect 
i s  frequently masked in cold reme dies , 
which al so often contain drows ine ss­
inquc ing ant ihistamine s .  

In ano ther sec tion o f  the drugstore , 
you can find rows and rows o f  
packages picturing s l i m ,  smil ing , 
bikini -clad women who presumably have 
j ust successfully used the diet aid 
preparation contained ins ide . 
Phenylpropanolamine HCL i s  the main 
ingredient--s ome times the only 
ingredient- - in many of these non­
prescript ion diet aids which claim to 
be appetite suppres sants , 

Phenylpropanolamine HCL is " struc tur­
ally and pharmac ologically related to 
both ephedrine and amphetamine , "  
according to a medi cal dict ionary in 
the library . After mentioning its  use 
as a decongestant , the dicti onary said 
the substanc e i s  " al so used as a 
c entral nervous system stimulant and 
app etite suppressant . "  

Manufacturers of over-the- c ounter 
drugs have no t promo ted phenylpropan­
olamine for its stimulant abil ities , 

But as an app etite s uppressant , the 
substanc e is sold under an incred ible 
number of trademarke d  brand names , 
including Hungrex , Day-Trim , Prola­
mine , Appedrine , Suppres s inol , 
Dexatrim , Dex-a-Diet I I , Pro-Dax , 
Coffee Break , Thinz -Span ,  S ip & 
Sl ender thin- down cube s ,  and Coffee ,  
Tea and a New Me , 

S ome of these preparations include 
c affeine , and all include phenylpro­
p anolamine HCL as the ac tive appetite­
s uppress ing ingredient , 

Many of the preparations are different 
only in brand name and packaging . 

Sounding like patent-medic ine l abel s , 
- the hyped-up claims on the packaging 
declare that the di et aids c ontain 
" the mo st powerful appetite suppres­
s ant ever rel eased without a pres crip­
t ion . " However , the Federal Food and 
Drug Administration declared in 1 962 
that phenylpropanolamine was " us el e s s "  
a s  an appetite suppressant , and an 
i ssue o f  the American Medical 
As s o c iation ' s  Drug Evaluator said 
the drug " is pro bably ineffe ctive in 
the do se provide d . " 

r·, - . . .  .• . . • • • 

Many of the appetite suppressants sold in drugstores contain phenylpropanolamine HCL, 

an amphetamine- like stimulant .  

That recommended do se i s  usually 
25 mg . thr ee times a day , or 75 mg . 
once a day in a time -release capsule . 

Thinking that th ey are buying pharma­
c euti cal spee d ,  some people in Bl oom­
ington-Normal have been paying as 
much as 40 ¢ to $1 for time-release 
cap sul es o f  phenylpropanol amine which 
can be purchased cheaply and l egally 
at the corner drug store . 

In l ate 1 9 78 , a MEG agent paid a buck 
apiece  for 14 green and cl ear time­
release capsul e s  containing tiny green 
and white pelle ts , Whil e some people 
call th ese profe ssionally manufac tured 
capsul e s  " Christmas Tr ees , "  O ' Conner 
Products Co . calls  them "Dex-a-Di et 
I I . "  Th ey do work somewhat as a 
stimulant , s ince they contain 75 mg ,  
phenylpropanol amine HCL and 200 mg , 
caffeine . ( A  cup o f  perked coffe e 
c ontains 1 0 0 - 1 50 mg , caffeine , )  

Even though the capsul es are perfectly 
l egal ( and avail abl e at Osco ' s ) , the 
MEG agent bus ted his suppl ier for 
del ivery of a substance represented 
to be a controlled substanc e .  I t ' s  
l egal to s ell phenylpropanolamine 
HCL , but it ' s  a fel ony to pretend that 
it ' s  real amphetamine whil e you ' re 
del ivering it , ( I t ' s  appar ently l egal 
to hint , though , e spec ially if you are 
a l arge manufactur er suggest ing the 
effects of dexedrine by calling your 
produc t "Dex-a-Di et I I . " ) 

Since the pharmac eutical - appearing 
capsul e s  do not have any markings from 
drug manufacturers on them , fast 

talking dealers have had to come up 
with an expl anat ion , One rap acc om­
panying the capsul e s ' inflated prices  
cl aim that th e " Christmas Trees"  ar e 
stol en "mil itary " sp eed- -manufac tured 
without commerc ial pro duct identifica­
tion markings by drug compani e s  s ell­
ing directly to the army . The army � 
supposedly issues this " speed" to --' 

., - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - · 

!Drug deal offered 
With the Post-Amerikan ' s  publ ication 
of an article turning peopl e  on to a 
l egal buz z  from phenylpropanolamine , 
condemnations will be c oming in fast 
and strong ( that i s ,  if people still 
read thi s  rag ) , The Po st will be 
se en as having gone too far , and we ' ll 
be he aring how terribly we corrupt the 

· c ity ' s  youth by " advo cating dangerous 
drug use , "  

To help peopl e keep their perspec tive 
on media encouragement of drug us e ,  
how about the following deal : as soon 
as the Daily Pantagraph agrees  to stop 
printing full -page cigarette ads wh ich 
advo cate that people addict thems elves 
to a proven canc er-causing drug , then 
the P o st-Amer ikan will stop wr iting 
about how to get high on non-addic tive 
substanc es whi ch even physicians 
consider safe , 

Until that time , we don ' t  want to hear 
one squawk about how we ' re the ones 
enc ouraging drug abuse:-.-

- - z . c .  

Downs Import Auto Service 
Does your i m p.ort e d  car suf fer 

from these d r e a d  di sea ses? 

- A nx i o u s  A l t er nator 

- B roken Bra kes 

- Pa in e d  Pist o ns 

- Se n i l e  S u spensio n 

No matter what a i l s  your aut o , 

w e · have t h e  c u re . 

C a l l  t oday for a diagnosi s .  

Shaffer Dr. , Downs 37 8 · 432 1 

Vunder 
Bug TM 
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guard duty . Sure . : : I I 
I f  you decide to try some phenylpro­
panol amine HCL , you ' ll have to sort 
through a maz e o f  comp eting brands 
and p ackages  to compare pric e s , 
dosage , and ingredient s .  The prepar­
at ions with vitamins are pro bably 
overpriced , but you might consider 
buying them i f  you ' r e going to sp eed 
so heavy that you won ' t  be getting 
nutrition from o ther source s .  

S ome o f  the appetite suppressant 
preparations c ontain caffeine , whi ch 
will increase the stimulant effe c t . 
But if you are a coffee drinker , you 
might not want to increase your 
caffeine intake . None of the phenyl ­
propanolamine - c ontaining substanc e s  
included more than 200 mg , caffe ine , 
whi ch i s  e quival ent to 1t to 2 cup s  
o f  perked c offee . 
Don ' t  get too carried away with the 
impre ss ive looks of those  time -releas e  
capsul e s , e ither . In its book on 
over - the-counter medicine s , The 
Medic ine Show , Consumer Reports 
advises against using time-release 
preparati ons . Sinc e the rates  of 
disso·l ving vary from person to person,  
and from day to day in the same per­
son , you can ' t  depend that the dose  
will be spread out as evenly during 
the day as the medi c ine s ' manufac ­
turers would have us believe . 

Despite the fact that you can get 
somewhat high on phenylpropanolamine 
HCL , th e medi c al c ommunity bel ieves 
it to be a safe drug . The Physician ' s  
Desk Referenc e ,  though , recommends 
that pe ople with c ertain conditions 
stay away from i t .  So don ' t  me s s  
around with this stuff if y o u  have 
thyroid disease , diabetes ,  heart 
diseas e , high blo o d  pressure , 
glaucoma , or any kidney probl ems , 
Don ' t  take it  while you are pregnant 
or nursing , either . 4 

- - Z in Code 

i I t ' s  e as i e r the s e c ond t ime around , ac u�s t i c  gu i t a r . The p o l i t i c a l c o n t e n t  1 ' t h e y  s ay .  A f t e r  a l l , we h ave exp e r i - o f  F r anco i s ' s on g s  w a s  v e r y  i n s p i r ing 
ence and c o n fidence f rom t h e  f i r s t  and �e ry we l l  done . I t ' s  r e a l l y  n i ce 
t ime . B u t  a s  w e  know o u r  emo t i ons h e a : i� g g o od mus i c  w i th s t r o n g  
a r e  a lw ay s  t h e re t o  m a k e  us  f e e l  p o l i t i c a l  awa rene s s .  Sure i s  s ome t h in g  i n s e cure and unce r t a i n . D i d  w e  do i t  we n e ed more o f .  
i t  r i gh t ?  Wha t  c an I do t o  make i t  
b e t t e r ?  What f o o l i s h  t h i n g s  did I 
s ay o r  do ? D i d  t h e y  h ave a g o od t ime ? 
And w i l l  t h e y  c ome b ac k  f o r  s e conds ? 
Y e s ,  t h o s e  d r i p s  down my inner a rm 
a r e  f o r  r e a l ; I re a l ly am s w e a t i n g  
a l l ove r - - oh my ! 

Re l ax , t h in g s  a lway s w o r k  o u t  f o r  t h e  
b e t te r .  T h e  s e c ond P o s t - Ame r i kan 
b ene f i t  w e n t  f ine , j us t  dandy . Y e s , 
t h e  expe r i ence s o f  the f i r s t  P - A  
b e ne f i t  d i d  p r o v i de t h e  n e ce s s ary 
know l ed g e  to  do it  b e t te r  t h e  s e c ond 
t ime a r o und , w e t  a rmp i t s  and a l l . 

Tue s day , N o v . 2 7  w a s  t h e  s e t t in g  o f  
o u r  b e n e f i t .  Th i s  t ime we de c ided t o  
e xp o s e  o u r  own t a l ent s , t h e  t al en t s  
o f  t h e  P - A  s t a f f  and P - A  suppo r t e rs . 
And w h a t  an e x p o s ure ! 

P e t e  C a l l ah an s t a r ted o u t  the eve n i n g  
p l ay in g  h i s  e l e c t r i c  g u i t a r  and 
s in g i n g . P e t e  p l ayed s ome b lue s and 
s an s,  " Bo u r ge o i s  B l ue s "  and ' 'Anarchy" 
wh i ch was warmly r e c e ived . 

S e c ond on the ag enda t h r ough a l i t t l e  
p e r s u a s i on o f  my own , E d  P i e rce , 
acc ompan i ed b y  F r an co i s , made h i s  
deb u t  o n  s t ag e . E d  p re fo rmed h i s  s ong 
"You ' re On l y  Ang ry" w h i c h  he w r o t e  and 
comp o s ed h i ms e l f .  B e tween s ong s , E d  
made a p e r s on a l  ded i c a t i o n  t o  me o f  
h i s  n e x t  s on g , wh i c h  I mi s s ed b e c aus e 
o f  c o un t in g  the s ma l l  p e a r l s  o f  
mo i s ture  f l ow i ng f rom unde rn e a th my 
f l anne l s h i r t . Th anks a g a i n  Ed ! 
F r an c o i s  w a s  n e x t , d o i n g  a s e t  o f  
mos t l y  o r i g in a l s . F r an c o i s  ac comp an i ed 
h ims e l f  w i i h a h armon i ca and p l ayed 

S p e a k i n g  of  p o l i t i c a l  s on g s , Sue 
L e S e u r e , a c c ompan i ed b y  P e te C a l l ah an , 
then p e r f o rmed s ome moving b lu e s  wh i ch 
h ad s ome r i gh t - on l y r i c s . She s an g ; 
"Who Ne eds You"  " P l e a s e  Don ' t  Do I t  I n  
H e r e . "  

T o  conc l ude t h e  even i n g , a l o c a l  b and 
" L a zy - L i gh t n i n g "  p e r fo rmed . The b and 
s o unded v e r y  p r o fe s s i on a l  and p ro vi ded 
s ome r e a l  movi n g  s ounds . The i r  h i t s  
inc l uded s on g s  o f  the ' 60 s , " G r a t e fu l  
De ad" , B l on d i e , C a r s , and T a l k i n g  
H e ad s . 

Our t hanks a g a i n  t o  L a z y - L i gh t n i n g  who 
donated t h e i r  t i me and t a l en t s  to make 
our b e ne f i t  a s u c ce s s . 

F i n anc i a l l y , we d id a l l  r i gh t . The 
b ene f i t  made $ 1 4 9 . Th i s  s u r e  w i l l  h e l p  
t h e  Po s t - Ame r i kan and a l s 0  w i l l  e n s u re 
t h e  p ub l i ca t i on o f  a l te rn a t i ve news in 
our c ommun i t y . F u r t h e rmo r e , it  w i l l  
he l p  k e e p  u s  t o a s t y  w a rm t h i s  w i nt e r . 

Dr i p , d r i p , wha t ' s  th i s ? I s e e m  t o  
b e c om i n g  n e rvous . I ' m b e g inn in g  t o  
fe e l  in s e cure a g a i n . W a s  i t  r z � l l y  
al l r i g h t ? What f o o l i s h t h in g s  h ave 
I s a id ?  

b e  

Oh , neve r mind . I t ' s  p ro b ab l y j u s t  
g row i n g  p a ins o f  ano t h e r  P o s t - Ame r i kan 
b en e f i t - - Wh o  know s ? Th i s  one was s o  
e a s y  and r e l axed . Why n o t  do i t  a g a i n ! c  

- - Mi ch ae l  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - · 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -

********************************************************************************************************* * * * * * * * * 

I need a stoc ki ng stuffer I * * I for that spec ial I * * I (or not so) person? I * * * * * * * * I Medusa's Adult World I * * * * * * * * * * 
i has over 3 00 different gifts i * * * * 
i for the holiday season i * * 
i from action key chains to x·rated i * * 
i christmas cards or adult pull toys i * * 
i to personalized t·shirts i * * * * * * * * * * ! Sorry, you must 9-10 Mon.-Thurs. ::* * 9 - Midnite Fri. & Sat. * :: be 19 years Gld Noon-a pm Sunday ! 
i 4 20 N . M ADISON , B LOOM INGTO N i * * ::*********************************************************************************************************' 
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MEG's most trusted, productive snitch surfaces in Galesburg 
A Kn ox C o un t y  i nd i c tme n t  re fe rs  to h im 
a s  J ohn Doe . The G a l e s b u r g  r e s i de n t s  
he j u� t s e t  u p  knew h i m  as Ph i l  C a r t e r . 
MEG c a l l s  h i m  Con f i den t i a l S our c e  # 2 2 . 

H i s  r e a l  name i s  Rodney C .  Me y e r. 

He i s  a dan a e rous l y  s u c c e s s ful i n f o rmer 
who h a s  b e e� w o r k i n g  fo r MEG on and o f f 
e v e r  s i n c e  t h e  Mul t i - Coun t y  E n f o r c e ment 
G roup s t a r ted up in the s umme r o f  1 9 7 5 . 
A 11e 11' b a t c h  o f  bus t s  i n  Cale s b uq; i n  
e arly Novemb e r  i s  the f i r s t e v i d e n c e  
i n  s o me t i me t h a t  the a c e  s n i t c h  i s  
s t i ll s e l l in g  h i s  dub i ous t a l e n t s  t o  
J e r r y L a G r o11 ' s  unde r c o v e r  n a r c  s quad. 

Dur i ng the c o u r s e  o f  h i s  unp r e c e d e n t ed 
5 - ye a r  c a re e r  w i th HEG , Rodney Me y e r  
h a s  p robably b e c ome t h e  s e c re t  po l i c e ' s  
mos t t rus t ed and p roduc t i ve s n i t ch. 

I le has worked a t  l e a s t  four , a n <l 
po s s i bly a l l  s i x ,  o f  t h e  c o un t i e s  c o m ­
p r i s i n g  t h e  P e o r i a - b a s e d  M E G  un i t  . . H i s  
s k i l l  a t  i n f i l t r a t i on and b e t r a y a l  i s  
s o  imp re s s ive t h a t  t h e  1.Jurphy s b o r o ­
b a s ed Southe rn I l l i n o i s  MEG un i t  
" b o r r owed" Mey e r  s ome t i me i n  1 9 7 8 .  
The v e t e ran s n i t c h  s ur f a c ed a g a i n  i n  
Februa ry 1 9 7 9 , t e s t i fy i n g  [o r t h e  feds 
in  the two -·day t r i a l  of f i ve l 'e o r i an s  
char ged w i th c on s p i ra c y  t o  de l i ve r  f i ve 
pounds o f  c o c a i n e . r1e y e r  p l a y e d a k e y  
r o l e  i n  s e t t in g  u p  t h e  f i ve - p ound c on ­
s p i r a c y  c a s e ,  a c o o p e r a t i ve MEG/ DEA 
inve s t i g a t i on wh i ch i nvo l ved fed e r a l  
a o en t s  a s  f a r  we s t  a s  L a s  V e g a s , and 
s :n t  in forme r Mey e r - -a t g ove rnmen t 
expen s e - - to me e t  w i th s u s pe c t s  i n  
M i a m i . 

* * * 

Mos t  ME G in forme r s  h�v e  l im i t ed us e fu l ­
ne s s  t o  the s e c r e t  p o l i c e  a g e n cy . They 
only b e t ray the few pe o p l e  t hey know , 
and s t a t e's a t t orneys a r e  more l ik e l y  
t o  t h r ow out a c a s e tha t  requ i r e s  a 
s n i t c h's c ou r t  t e s t i mony , e s p e c i a l l y 
i f  the ac tua l drug de l i ve ry w a s  made t o  
t h e  i n fo rme r ,  r athe r t h a n  the M E G  
agent . 

So ME G ' s  h i gh op i n i on o f  Mey e r  i s  
app a re n t  n o t  on l y  from h i s  c o n t inued 
emp l o ymen t i n  l o c a t i o n  a ft e r  l o c a t i o n , 
but a l s o  b v  the n a r c  s quad's w i l l i n g ­
n e s s  t o  s e i up c a s e s  i n  a w a y  wh i ch 
w i l l  r e q u i re Meye r ' s  t e s t i mony in 
c ourt . 

ABOVE: Although Meyer turned his head just in 
time as he fled from a photographer in Blooming­

ton, his close call still drove him out of town. 

ABOVE : MEG boss Jerry LaGrow doesn't have 
the highest standards for what kind of person he 
hires as a long-term "special employee . " 

Wha t  i s  the b a c k g round , h i s t o ry , 
c h ar a c t e r  o f  a s n i t c h  who i s  s o  i n  
demand , s o  t rus t e d, s o  re l i ed upon b y  
J e r r y  L a G row a n d  t h e  unde r c o v e r 
ma r i j ua n a  p o l i ce h e  h e ads ? 

I t ' s  a s l e a z y s t o ry .  

H e r e  are e x c e q > t s  from what  I w r o t e  
ab out Mey e r  in  t h e  Augus t ,  1 9 7 9  Po s t: 

Meyer began working for MEG in 1 974, when he 

was 17. He was also dealing drugs. His super­
vising MEG agent knew about Meyer ' s  drug 
dealing, and apparently approved. 

A t  thP same tim., , MAyPr was working as an 
informPr for SPVeral othAr arPa policP agPnC iPs . 

DocumE>nts in Meyer ' s  Tazewell County court 
file indicate he was working for the Pekin and 

Peoria police departments , the T azewell and 

Peoria Sheriff ' s  departments , the IBI, and the 

T ri-County Intelligence Unit. 

On September 9, 1974 , while working for these 

police agencies, Rodney Meyer sold 300 hits of 
speed to Jerry LaGrow, the Director of the MEG 
unit. 

Meyer was busted for this sale a month later, 
and he cried foul. He claimed MEG gave him 
permission to sell drugs. 

Both Meyer and his wife passed lie detector tests, 

bearing out the seemingly fantastic c laim that the 
secret police had OK ' d  drug sales. 

In a couple months ,  Tazewell County State' s  
Attorney Brett Bode dismissed the sale charge 
against Meyr::r.  

* * * * * * * 

R odney Meyl"r grew up in Manito, Illinois , in the 
southwest<.rn corner of Tazewell County . He 
never finished high school_ because hP wound up 

spending some of his formative years locked up 
in the custody of the Department of Corrections ,  

officially declared a juvenile delinquent. H e  had 

shot his mother. 

In 197 4, the seventeen-year-old Meyer got 
married. The Meyer s '  .child was born in July. 
At that time Rod Meyer was working for several 
law enforcement agencies at once, setting up 
friends and selling drugs . 

Meyer worked w tth MEG agent Bill Stephens ,  who 
took the 17-year-old informer illegally into bars 
like the Kolisseum in Creve Coeur. Meyer had 

fake ID' s ,  which may have been provided by 
Stephens.  

(During this same perwd, Agent Bill Stephens 

got a forged transcript from Bloomington High 

School to help a drug informer enroll at Pekin 
High School under a false name. Stephens 
eventually resigned from MEG after his 1 976 
conviction for child molesting. ) 

People close to Rod Meyer at this time--some of 

whom got busted l.Jy him--knew Meyer as an 
unstable personality , who flew into irrational 
ragPs . Meyer frequPntly bPat up on his wife, at 
least once l anding her in the hospital. 

The marriage lasted only a year . Records in 
the Peoria County Courthouse show that Meyer 
has ignored the court order to pay child support 
- -he hasn't paid even one of the $25-a-week 
payments . 

* * * * * * * * 

On January 2, 1 975 ,  Tazewell County State's 
Attorney Brett Bode dismissed the felony drug 
sale charge against Rod Meyer . 

The defendant "may have been entrapped by 
certain actions or omi s sions of law enforcement 
agents, " Bode's motion to dismiss s aid. 

Bode left the State ' s  Attorney ' s  office in 1976 

Explaining his dismissal of the case, Bode said, 
"In Meyer ' s  case, it wasn't the entrapment, but it 

was an improper manipulation of the criminal 
justice system--police giving their informer tacit 
permis sion to violate the law in order to us e that 
person to get other people. " 

I asked Bode more about his statf'>ment that he told 
MEG he did not want any more to do with Meyer's 
cas e s .  

"If a case dPpPndPd in somP way o n  MPy<>r ' s  ((-,sli­
mony, I m ight very W P l l  haw• dismissPd it, " BodE>­

said. "I don't think Meyer is a credible human 
being--he is an incredible person for the police or 
law enforcement to rely on, _" the former prosecutor 
continued. 

"I kind of got fed up with Rodney Meyer, " Bode 
concluded. 

That was in late 1 974 and early 1 975 .  By 197 7 ,  
MEG was using Rodney Meyer ' s  services again, 
extensively. As a private attorney, Bode is now 

defending some of the people Meyer has been 
setting up. Bode admits that some of his opinions 
are colored by his more recent familiarity with the 

MEG informer. 

--excerpted from the Aug. '78 I'�st-Amerikan 

Whe n  T a z ewe l l  Coun t y  p r o s e cu t o r  B re t t  
B ode i n s i s t ed t h a t  h e  w an t ed n o  more o f  
Rodn e y  :-!e y e r's c a s e s , MEG c omp l i ed - - i n 
a way . MEG b r ough t no mo re Rodn ey 
Meye r  c a s e s  t o  the T a z ewe l l  C oun ty 
s t a t e ' s  a t t o rney's o f f i c e un t i l  1 9 7 7 - -

"If a c ase  depended i n  some way on M e y er's t est imo n y ,  

I might very well h ave dismissed it." 
- -Brett Bode, former Tazewell County State's Attorney , quoted in the 

August 1 978 issuA of thP Post-Amerikan. 

and is now in the public defender ' s  office .  A 
Post-_A,merikan reporter telephoned him the re. 

"It was a very unusual case, " Bode remembered. 
"I was very mad about the whole thing. " After­

wards, Bode told the Post-Amerikan, he chewed 
MEG out. "I made it clear at the time that I 
wanted nothing more to do with Rodney Meyer 
or his cases. " 

Here' s how Bode remembered the case 
against Meyer: 

Meyer was acting as an informer for MEG on a 
regular basis,  working with a MEG agent. Bode 
said he didn't remember the agent' s  nam e ,  but 
agreed it could. have been Bill Stephens .  

Bode said Meyer sold some drugs t o  a different 
MEG agent while working for MEG. That agent 
was Jerry LaGrow , MEG Director. 

After getting busted, Bode recalls, Meyer 
explained that MEG gave him permission to sell 
drugs . Bode said the MEG agent vehemently 

denied giving Meyer permission. 

According to Bode, both Meyer and Meyer's wife 

took lie detector tests and passed. They said that 
the MEG agent had been in Meyer's house and 
witnessed Meyer selling drugs to another person. 

Bode said he then confronted the MEG agent, who 
still denied giving outright permission. 

' ' But the agent admitted being equivocal, " Bode 

said. "In my opinion, he was aware of the trans·· 
action, " Bode continued. "It was incumbent on the 
policeman involved to make it clear, in no uncer­

tain terms, that Meyer should not be selling 
drugs. That was not done, " Bode said. 

a ft e r  B re t t  Bode h ad re turned t o  
p r i va t e  p r a c t i c e . 

I f  Rodney Ney e r  w a s  w o r k i n g  f o r  ME G i n  
the two y e a r s  r i gh t  a f t e r  h e  g o t  h i s  
amph e t am i n e  <le l i ve ry c h a r g e  d i s mi s s ed ,  
the P o s t - Ame r i k an do e s n't know ab out 
i t . 

But b y  t h e  summe r o f  1 9 7 7 , Rodney 
Mey e r  was b ack a t  i t - - w i t h  a vengeance . 
Dur i n g  f a l l 1 9 7 7  and e a r l y  1 9 7 8 ,  Meye r 
s e t  up dozens and doze ns o f  t e e nage rs 
for s mall buys . 

Even though i t  w a s  J e rry L a G row h ims e l f  
who bus ted Meye r f o r  t h e  s peed i n  1 9 7 4 , 
the young s n i t ch s t i l l  w e n t  b ac k  t o  
w o rk f o r  the ME G c h i e f .  

An d e ve n  though h e  knew Mey e r  a s  a 
s p eed de a l e r  who s e  c redib i l i ty w a s  
zi l ch i n  the e y e s  o f  t h e  f o rme r T a z e ­
we l l  p r o s e cu t o r , J e rry L a G row s e n t  
Mey e r  out t o  mak e c a� e s . 

* * * * * * 

I n  l a t e  fa l l  1 9 7 7 , Mey e r  s t a r t e d  s e t ­
t in g  up a c o k e  de a l  t h a t  g o t  t o o  b i g  
f o r  MEG . J e r r y  L a G row c a l l ed i n  t h e  
fede r a l  D rug E n f o r c emen t Adm i n i s t r a ­
t i on ( DEA) , and t h e  c o ope r a t i ve i n v e s ­
t i g a t i on ,  wh i c h  s e n t  M e ye r  a s  f a r  a s  
F l o r i da an<l DEA a g e n t s  t o  L a s  V e g a s , 
b roug h t  a fede ra l  i nd i c tment f o r  c o n ­
s p i r a c y  t o  de l i v e r  f i ve pounds o f  
c o c a i n e .  On l y  three  o f  t h e  f i ve 
de fendan t s  w e re c o nv i c t e d  i n  t h e  tw o ­
day t r i a l  wh i ch h e a rd Meye r t e s t i fy 
t h a t  h e  us ed t o  s e l l drugs f o r  one o f  
the de fendan t s . 

By M a r ch 1 9 7 8  Rodn e y  Mey e r  w a s  l i v i n g  
i n  B l o omi n g t on , u s i n g  t h e  n ame Ronn i e  
H i mme l and h an g in g  out w i th Agent M a r i  
Gropp i i n  a l o c a l  t a ve rn e ve ry n i gh t . 
Came r a - s n app i n g  re gu l a r s  a t  t h e  b ar 
e v e n tua l l y  g o t  on t o  the n a r c s , b u t  
no t b e f o r e  Mey e r  h ad a l re ady man a g e d  

R o d n ey C .  M eye r ,  M E G  i n f o r m e r  
SevPnteen-yPar-old Rodney MPyPr was working as a MF.G "special employee" in 1 974 , when he 
was arrested for selling spePd to M"F:G chief Jerry LaGrow. The char ge was dropped after both 
Meyer and his wife passed polygraph tests backing up MPyer ' s  claim that his supervising MEG 
agent had given him permiss ion to sell drugs . (Drawing by Gloria Schaab is based on Meyer ' s  
appearance during his undercover MEG work in Bloomington in March 1978. ) 

t o  s e t  up a few pot buy s . The c ame r a  
e p i s ode apparen t l y  d r o v e  Mey e r  o u t  o f  
B l oom i ng t on a l t o g e t h e r .  

W e  h ave s ome e v i dence t h a t  Me y e r  
worked s ome i n  Monmouth a ft e r  l e av i n g  
B l oomi n g t on , and mayb e i n  Ful t o n  
Coun t y  t o o. 

I n  .June 19 7 8 , a s ub p o e n a  i n  a P e o r i a  
court f i l e  w a s  add r e s s e d  t o  Rod Meye r 
i n  C arb onda l e . I n  Augus t ,  a M E G  a g e n t  
t o l d  a H c L e a n  C o un t y  g rand j u ry t h at 
Rod M e y e r  w a s  n o  l on g e r  w o rk i ng f o r  
t h e  Peo r i a - b a s ed MEG , b u t  w a s  s t i l l  
w o rk i ng i n  I l l i no i s . As l ate a s  F e b .  
1 9 7 9 , a documen t i n  a �lc L e an Coun ty 
c o u r t  f i l e  l i s t ed Me y e r  as w o r k i n g  
w i th t h e  Southe rn I l l in o i s  ME G un i t. 

* * * * * 

The r e c e n t  bus t s  i n  G a l e s burg  a r e  t h e  
f i r s t  e v i dence t h a t  Me ye r re j o ined t h e  
Pe o r i a  ME G a f t e r  h i s  s t i n t  i n  
s ou t h e rn I l l i n o i s .  

We don't know h ow many o f  the G a l e s ­
b u r g  a r re s t s  a re b a s ed on Meye r's 
unde r cove r w o rk , n o r  how many a g en t s  
h e  wo rked w i th. 

MEG and p ro s e cut i on aut hc r i t i e s  a r e  

even t ry i n g  t o  h ide Meye r ' s  i nvo l ve ­
ment . One i nd i c t m e n t  c a l l s  h i m  " J ohn 
Doe . "  In a p r e l i m i n ary h e a r i n g , Agent 
J ohn L inden re fus ed t o  g i ve Me y e r's 
n ame , and e v e n  r e fu s e d  t o  ide n t i fy t he 
s n i tch b y  h i s  c o n f ident i a l  s ou r c e  
numbe r .  But M i k e  R i ch a rds on ,  edi t o r  
o f  t h e  G a l e sburg F r e e  V o i c e , s nuck a 
peek at a ME G p o l i c e  r e p o r t  wh i ch 
i den t i f i ed L inden's i n fo rme r a s  C S  # 2 2 . 
R i c h a rds on s ay s  t h a t  s ome G a l e sburg  
de fendant s  h ave a l s o  i de n t i f i ed t h e  
draw i ng o f  �!eye r f rom t h e  Augus t ' 7 8 
i s s ue o f  t h e  P o s t -Ame r i k an. 

Put t i ng t o g e t h e r  t h e  de t a i l s  t h a t  a r e  
ava i l ab l e  r i g h t  now , i t  s e e ms Me y e r  
wo rked i n  C a l e sburg a t  l e a s t f r om m i d­
Augus t t h r ough m i d- S e p t e mb e r  and a g a i n  
o n  Nov . 6 .  l i e  w o rk ed w i th a g e n t  Jo hn 
L i nden , p o s s ib l y  w i t h  o th e r s . 

Oth e r  a g en t s  invo l v e <l  i n  the G a l e sburg 
bus t s  we re: l l a rry Swe e t , D a v i d  
S l av i s h , Ron L .  Dav i s , a n d  G e o rge 
P i nkne y . 

I f  v ou h ave a pho t o  o f  Meye r ,  or any 
i n f � rmat i on ab out h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  or 
p l a ce of r e s i den c e , p l e a s e  c a l l  t h e  
Po s t - Ame r i k a n . ( 3 0 9 )  8 2 8 - 7 2 3 2 .e 

- - Mark S i l v e r s te i n  



M E G u s e s  s c h o o l  ye a r b o o ks 
Post-AmPrikan page 14 

Never been arrested? Narcs 
have your mug shot anyway 

The MEG undercover mari j uana p o l i c e  
u s e  h i gh s cho o l  ye arb o o k s  t o  supplement 
the i r  c o l l e ction of po l i c e mug s h o t  
pho t o s ,  a c co rding t o  do cuments f i l e d  
i n  t h e  McLean Co unty Courtho u s e . 

MEG agent Joni Do o ley u s e d  a yearb o o k  
from No rmal Commun i ty H igh S c h o o l  
to i dent i fy a man who s h e  s a i d  go t h e r  
a bag o f  pot , a c cording t o  Do o l e y ' s  
report in McLean County c a s e  78 cfJ 1 1 . 
The man was s everal yea rs past hi gh 
s cho o l  age , s o  Do o ley mus t  have dug up 
an o l d ye arbo o k . 
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111 e ·  beauf ort  
normal 

Wi tho u t  the high s cho o l  year b o o k , 
Agent Do o l e y  kne w  her suspe c t  only a s  
" Smi t ty " - -no t eno ugh i dent i fi ca t i o n  t o  

make t h e  grand j ury o r  t h e  s tate ' s  
attorney happy . 

Regular MEG pro c e dure call e d  for Agent 
Do o ley t o  flip through p o l i ce mug sho t 
f i le s , hopi ng to mat ch her suspe c t ' s  
fac e  t o  one o f  the pho t o s . 

Po l i c e  are suppo s e d  to have pho t o  f i l e s  
only o f  people who have b e e n  arre s t e d . 
M o s t  folks b e l i eve that a s  l o ng a s  
they ' ve never been arre s t e d , the i r  
pho t o  i s  no t s i t ting aro und s ome 
de t e c t ive ' s  o ff i c e  wa i t ing to b e  
ident i fi e d  b y  agent s , i nfo rme rs , de t e c ­
t i ve s ,  o r  crime vi c t ims . 

By s upplement ing the ir mug s h o t  f i l e s  
wi th h i gh s ch o o l  yearbo o k s , p o l i c e  are 
expanding the i r  pho t o  c o l l e c t i on t o  
include c i t i z ens wi t h  n o  criminal 
re c o rd at a l l . 

In fact , i f  p o l i c e  s e r i o usly c o l l e c t e d  
a yearbo o k  from e a c h  lo cal high s cho o l  
each year , they wo uld a c cumulate a 
pho to c o l l e c t i o n whi ch wo uld include 
almo s t  every c i t i zen who grew up in 
B l o omingt on-Norma l . 

If high s cho o l  s tudents or the i r  
parents were aware o f  such pro c e dure s ,  
there might be a lo t fewer s tuden t s  
po s i ng f o r  yearb o o k  pho t o s .  

i dent i ty o f  the person they are buying 
from . .  Other time s , the suspe c t s  
a lready have a re c o rd , and ME G  agents 
i dentify a pho t o  from regular p o l i c e  
mug sho t s . Some report s ,  though , say 
agent s i dent i f i e d  the suspe c t , without 
saying how they made the i dentifi cation . 
The s e  cas e s  c o ul d  re f l e c t  more u s e s  o f  
high s cho o l  yearbo o ks , o r  p o s s ibly 
even o ther s o urc e s  o f  pho t o  i dent i f i c a ­
t i ons . 

* * * * * * * * 

In 1 97 5 , MEG bo ught s o phi s t i c a t e d  
came ra equipment whi ch c o u l d  be u s e d  
t o  deve lop t h e  uni t ' s  o wn c o l l e c t i on 
o f  pho to s without the knowl edge o f  the 
s ub j e c t s . 

The narc s  b o ught a 1 00 0mm t e l e ph o t o  
l e n s  whi ch t h e y  planne d t o  s e t  u p  on a 
tripod ins i de a van . A memo found in 
fil e s  of the Ill ino i s  L aw Enfo rc ement 
Comm i s s i o n  s a i d  "a l O O Omm f/8 lens wi l l  
enable o u r  agent s to pho t ograph buy 
s i tua t i ons from a greater di s tance than 
pre s ently p o s s i b l e . The lens wo uld 
ins ure better agent safety , as we could 
pho t ograph from a greater di s tanc e . I t  
a l s o  wo uld allow us to s h o w  b e t t e r  
invo lvement o f  de fendants i n  buy 
s i tua t i ons . "  The MEG uni t  spent $ 1 200 
for the lens , plus ano ther $400 for 
o ther camera and darkroom equipment . 

I n  mo re than four years o f  wat ching MEG 
c2. s e ;:;  c l o s e ly , I have never l e a rn e d  o f  
e ve :--. o n <:J  where ME G  pro duc e d  in co urt a 

Agent Do o l ey ' s  report d i dn ' t  say where 
she examined the N CHS yearbo o k .  She 
may have l o o k e d  at a copy o wne d by MEG 
i t s e l f  o r  by a c o o perating lo cal p o l i c e  
de partment . Or perhaps the pri n c i pa l  
o f  N CHS wa s c o urt e o u s  eno ugh t o  i nv2 te 
the undercover agent t o  check out a 
c o py at the s cho o l . Some high s cho o l  
yearbo o ks for c e rtain years can b e  
fo und i n  lo cal l i brari e s . 

. phot o  taken with tha t lens . I have 
never heard of a case whe re MEG even 
referred t o  such pho t o s  i n  the i r  
p o l i c e  report s . 

I t ' s  hard to say hew wide s pread MEG ' s  
examination o f  high s cho o l  yearb o o k s  
i s . Mo s t  o f  t h e  t ime , agents kno w  the 

Ei ther the narc squad spent a bunch of 
moRey on camera equi pment it never 
u s e d ,  or e l s e  they aren ' t  u s ing the 
long -range spy lens to phot ograph what 
they said they wo uld . •  

- -Mark S i lvers t e in 

Who is this guy ? 
We've b e e n  wonde r i ng who thi s p e rs on 
i s  e ve r  s ince we g o t  h i s  pho t o  l a s t  
Ap r i l  i n  the p ark ing l o t  o f  the a p a r t ­
ment b u i l d i n g  whe re ME G agent G e o r g e  
P inkne y l i ve s i n  P e o r i a .  

H e  drove a re l at i v e l y  new b l ac k  
l lont e  C a r l o  w i th a g o l d  s t r i p e  a l ong 
the s ide , l i c e n s e  numb e r  8 3 9 40 7 .  

When as ked ab out thi s p l at e , the 
c o mput e r  at the s e c re t a ry o f  s t a t e ' s  
o f f i c e  s a i d "no r e c o rd on f i l e . "  I n  
Nove mb e r ,  the c omput e r  s t i ll s a i d 
"no re c o rd on f i l e . "  S ome t imes  i t  
t a k e s  the c omput e r  a coup l e  months 
t o  r e g i s te r  i n f o rma t i on ab out a 
new l y - i s s ued l i cense p l a te , but i t  
doe s n't t ake s e ven months . 1-IE G 
l i c e n s e  p l a t e s , how e ve r , have always 
p r oduced a re s p onse o f  "no re c o rd 
on f i l e" from the s t a t e  c omput e r ,  
b e cause  ME G has the s t at e  p e o p l e  
pul l the r e c o rds . 

Al though we t o o k  the pho t o  i n  Agent 
P i nkney's p ar k i ng l o t , fo l k s  who 
should know s ay this i s n ' t P inkne y .  
He c o u l d  b e  ano the r a g e nt who w as 
v i s i t ing P i nkne y's a p a r tment . 

A G a l e s b u r g  de fendant r e c e n t l y  
charged w i th a n  Augus t 1 9 7 9 s a l e  t o  
M E G  a gent J ohn L i nden ide nt i f i ed the s e  
pho t o s  a s  L i nde n .  I f  the s e  p ho t o s  
a r e  J ohn L i nden ,  though , h e  h a s  
changed h i s  appe a r ance c ons i de rab ly ,  
a c c o rding t o  G a l e s burg F r e e  Vo i ce 
edi t o r  M i k e  R i chards on , who 
w a t ched J ohn L i nden te s t i fy in a 

No ve mb e r  p r e l i m i nary he a r ing . 

So who i s  th i s  guy ? I f  you have 
any i d e a s , c a l l  the P o s t - Ame r i k an . 

? ? ? . . . 
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New narc: 
Stephen 
Reeter 
Stephen Bruce Reeter ,  a Bloomington cop , works full 
time as an undercover MEG agent, Bloomington police 
chief Harold Bosshardt told the Post-Amerikan Dec. 7 .  

A former Clinton cop, Reeter joined the Bloomington 
police force in June, and was apparently assigned to 
MEG right away . A Bloomington native,  Reeter 
attended Central C atholic High School and Western 
Illinois University. 

The new narcotics agent lives at 1 0 1  N. Williams ­
burg, Apt A-4 in Bloomington. To keep his identity 
secret, Reeter cleverly keeps his phone number 
(662-3688) unlisted and stands out as the only one of 
the apartment building's 12 units to have no name on 
the mailbox. 

When these photos were taken, Reeter was driv ing a 
silver Pinto wagon with a bunch of stripes along the 
s ide, LS 6952.  As is traditional with nar c s '  cars , the 
computer in the Secretary of State ' s  office s ay s  "no 
record on file" when asked about Reeter ' s  plate s .  

A 1 97 9  blue Dodge Omni is apparently ReetP r ' s  per­
sonal car. Its plate , UQT 3 2 ,  checks to Stephen 
Reeter, according to the state computer. 

Anyone with more information on Reeter and his 
recent activity should c all the Post-Amerikan.e 

--Mark Silverstein 

Once a narc . . .  
Once-retired MEG agent Terry Z i egenbein has been 
reactivated as an undercover narc, according to 
Fulton County court records filed in August 1 97 9 .  

A Pekin cop first assigned t o  M E G  i n  late 1 9 7  7 ,  he 
retired from the covert marijuana police in the sum­
mer of 1 97 8 - -shortly after the Post-Amerikan pub­
lished this photo of him in his hippie clothes . 

Z iegenbei n ' s  retirement was not unusual. About 
half of MEG's covert operatives are ordinary cops 
"donated" to MEG as payment for a city ' s  or county' s  
membership i n  the multi-county narc force .  A cop ' s  
tour o f  duty with MEG seems t o  last from six months 
to several year s .  

What was unusual was Z i egenbein ' s  assignment to 
MEG for a second time. Post reporters usually 
haven 't paid much attention to former MEG agents 
after they return to patrol duties . We haven't sought 
photos nor kept track of their cars , addre s s e s ,  or 
changes in their personal appearance .  Such compla­
c.ency may need reexamination, now that we know 
Agent Z iegenbein became a narc a second time . 

M E G  a g e n t Z i e g e n b e i n  

l\1$1;1\11t�IUilf.illJiiUHQUttM�foJ@GiiLJ!L"' ... ,. »: ·-� ... .. . 

M E G  a g e n t  S t e p h e n  R e e t e r  

AT RIGHT : MEG agPnt 
Reeter drove this silver 
Pinto wagon, LS 6 95 2 .  



D I S C RIM I NAT I O N  BY RACE , 

COLOR , R E LIGI O N , S E X ,  

A N C E ST R Y, NAT I O NAL O R I G I N ,  

OR A GE* 

ILLEGAL I S  

*Age means 40-70 years old. 

THE BLOO M IN GTON 

C O M M ISSI O N  ON 

HU MAN R ELAT IONS 

ACTS TO PROTECT 

YOU R  RIGHTS 

I f  you need a s s i stance or i f  y o u  

f e e l  you r r ig ht s  h av e  been vi o l at e d , call  

B LO O MI NGTON HUMAN R E LAT I ON S  C O MMISSION 

City Hall  8 2 8 · 7 3 6 1  -- Ext. 218 

He al so witne ssed guards serving food 
on paper plat e s . When Clark que s­
t ioned whether or not he saw them fold 
the plates in hal f  and shove them 
through the bars , Delaney said , " I  
didn ' t  s e e  that but I don ' t  doubt it . "  
He al so e stimat ed the two-per son cells 
as " s ix-foot wide , by nine -foot deep , "  
and that he knew there had been no 
religious servi ces  available . 

Pro bably beginning to sound a bit one­
s ided he added ,  " There were toilets  
and wash basins in  the cell s . "  At 
thi s  po int de fense attorney Clark 
repl i e d ,  " Mr .  Delaney , did you know 
that during portions o f  the deadl o ck 
that the water and electric ity had 
been shut o ff? " Delaney didn ' t .  

Well , I didn ' t  take enough no tes to 
continue , but I hope you can see that 
claims of pri soners ' advocates ar e not 
just hot air . And remember , i f  the 
agent s of the state will admit these 
things , j ust imagine what they don ' t  
admit . After all , they ar e "pro fes­
si onal witne s s e s . "  

The Pontiac Br others need more 
support . There i s  a Pontiac Pri s oners 
Support Coali tion in town .  Informa­
tion on meetings can be found at 
452 -5046 ;  additional information 
about the case may· be obtained from 
the Post • •  

Upc oming 
Dec . 1 9  
Jan .  2 
Jan .  3 
Jan .  4 
Jan . 7 

c ourt dates  are : 
Judge Townl ey 
Judge Dearborn 
Judge Kne cht 

Trial Begins 

- - Ri ch 

1 0  
1 

1 0  
9 
9 

am 
pm 
am 
am 
am 

The Pont iac Prisone r s  Support 
Coalition wi ll mee t  at 7 : 30 pm Jan . 
1 4  at the Newman Center ,  501 S .  Main , 
Normal . The me eting is open to all . 



Marion I Pontiac demo P o s t - Am e r i k an vo l . 8 n o . 7 p age 1 7  

Prisons everywhere the same 
The oppre s s i ve c ond i t i o n s  i n  p r i s ons 
a l l  a cr o s s  the c o un t ry are remarkab l y  
s im i l ar . The a r ch i t e c ture change s a 

b i t ,  the name s o f  the w ardens and 
guards chan g e , b u t  the condi t i ons 
rema i n  the s ame - - and so  doe s  the 
i n ev i t ab i l i ty o f  reb e l l i on a g a i n s t  
t he s e  c o n d i t i ons . 

The s e  p o i n t s  were s t ate d o ve r  and 
o v e r  a g a i n  by the 4 0 0  p e op l e  who c ame 
to C h i cago from s i x d i f f e ren t s t a t e s  
N o v . 3 t o  demons t ra t e  a g a in s t  t he s e  
cond i t i on s  and i n  s up p o r t  o f  p r i s on e r s  
who reb e l  aga i n s t t he m .  

The demon s t ra t i on w a s  s po n s o re d b y  •he 
Concerned F r i ends and Fami l y  o f  
P r i s on e rs , t h e  Pont i a c  P r i s on e r s  
Suppo r t  C o a l i t i on , t h e  N at i on a l  
Commi t tee t o  S uppo r t  t h e  Mar i on 
B r o th e r s , and the N a t i on a l  A l l i an c e  
t o  End Rac i s t  and Po l i t i ca l  Rep re s s i on .  
The demon s t r a t i o n  w a s  a l s o  endo r s e d  
b y  more than SO o t h e r  o r gan i z at i o n s  
a n d  i n d i vi du a l s .  

A f t e r  a s s emb l in g  a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  
B u i l di n g , t h e  demon s t ra t o r s  marche d 
throu gh t h e  h e a r t  o f  Ch i c a g o ' s  l o op 
are a ,  chan t i n g  and l e a f l e t t in g  to 
b r i n g  t o  the pub l i c ' s  at t e n t i on the 
p l i gh t  of the Pon t i ac and Mar i on 
B r o the r s . 

A r a l l y  at De P au l  Un i ve r s i t y  f o l l owe d .  
Speakers  i n c l ude d Chokwe Lumumb a ,  
v i c e  p re s i de n t  o f  the Repub l i c o f  N e w  
A f r i c a  ( RNA} and a Pon t i ac de fen s e  
l awye r ,  Sha�i d  F ar i s �  a n  e x - Ma r i on 
p r i s one r ,  Kha l i d  L ondon ; Audr ey Me y e r s  
f r om the N�t i on a l  Commi t t e e  t o  Suppo r t  
t h e  Mar i on B r o the rs , a n d  Anne B r a de n  
f r o m  t h e  S o uthern O r g an i z in g  Commi t t e e . 

«� 
NEPA NEWS/cpf 

The s p e ake rs a l s o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  
add i t i on a l  numb e rs o f  t h i rd w o r l d  
p e o p l e  w e r e  b e in g  s e n t  t o  p r i s on a s  
p a r t  o f  o f f i c i a l ly s pon s o re d  repre s s i o n  
p r o g rams s uch a s  t h e  F B I ' s  C O I NTE L P RO , 
wh i ch w a s  a i me d  a t  t h e  l e a de r s h i p  o f  
t h i rd w o r l d  moveme n t s  i n  the U . S .  The 

, s pe ake r s  w e re a l l qu i t e  e mph a t i c  in '
p o in t i n g  o u t  that the peop l e  a t  the 
de mon s t rat i o n  n e e de d  to ac t i n  o r d e r  
t o  f i gh t  the s e  con d i t i on s . Spe c i f i c a l l y  
they u r g e d  p e o p l e  t o  r e t urn t o  t h e i r  
c ommun i t i e s  and i n fo rm the i r  ne i ghb o r s  
and c o - wo r k e r s  o f  the at t ac k s  a g a i n s t  
t h i rd w o r l d  p e o p l e  a t  h ome and in the 
p r i s on s . 

I n  p a r t i c ul ar , Chokwe Lumumb a u r g e d  
a l l  p re s en t  t o  c on t i nue t o  f i gh t t o  
s t op t h e  frame - up o f  t h e  Pon t i ac 
B r o t h e r s . He p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  the t r i al 
c o u l d  n o t  b e  won in the courts  un l e s s  
t h e  b a t t l e  w a s  f i rs t w a g e d  i n  the 
c o mmun i ty to w i n  t h e  minds of p o t ent i a l  
j ur o r s . H e  a s k e d  a l l  s uppo rte rs t o  
frus t r a te the s t at e ' s  a t t e mp t  to 

Wri te ,your hoctagec 
You can write the people held hos tage 
in the U . S .  Embassy in Iran at : 

Ho stages 
U . S .  Embassy 
260 Takhte-Jamshid 
Tehran , Iran 

The cost  i s  3 1 ¢  per half ounc e .  

One staff member ' s  comment : 
I f  you really want to send a 
Christmas pres ent to Iran , wri te 
your congre s speople or  the 
President and tell them to send the 
Shah back tied up in ri bbons . 
That wo uld be the qui cke st way to 
free all tho se CIA agents . And 
you can believe that at least half 
of tho s e  peo ple being held 
"hostage " are agents . 

Prisoner wants letters 
Dear Po st , 

Please print the following le tter : 

Celeste Stimel ing , 
I tried to write you 
l e tter was re turned .  
and give me your apt .· 

but my 
Wr ite 
#. 

A l l  o f  the s p e ak e r s  re c o gn i z e d  the 
c ruc i a l  i mp o r t ance o f  rac i s m  i n  c re a t i n g  
t h e  s i t uat i on i n  t h e  p r i s ons . The 
de t e r i o ra t i on of t h i rd w o r l d  commun i ­
t i e s  re s u l t s  i n  mo re and mo re B l ac k , 
Pue r t o  R i c an , Ch i cano/Me x i c an o  and 
N a t i ve Ame r i c a n  p e op l e  b e in g  warehoused 
i n  t h e  p r i s on s . L umumb a went i n t o  

e x e c u t e  t h e  Pon t i ac B r o the rs , t o  
frus t r a te th i s  a t t e mp t  b y  e duc a t i n g  
and o r g an i z i n g  t h e  ave rage Ch i ca g o an . 
He s ta t e d  t h a t  i f  t h i s  we re done the 
case w o u l d b e  t r i e d  and re - t r i e d ,  w i th ­
out a gui l ty ve rd i c t , unt i l  the t a x ­
paye rs demand ed t h e i r  money b ack . 

I Dave 

P . S .  If  anyone wants to wr ite me I ' d  
be glad to answer all le tters . P ic­
tures are more  than wel come , too . I ' m 
2 1  and from Peoria.  I ' m in Menard 
right now for sales  but will be o ut ·1 
I 

by April . 

g r e a t  d e t a i l  t o  e xp l a i n  why the s e  
c o n d i t i ons s houl d n o t  b e  s e en as  me r e l y  
b ad b ut i n  f a c t  w e r e  a c t s  o f  geno c i de 
acc o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Un i ted Na t i o n s ' 
de f in i t i on .  

Human rela f ionc award 
Th e B l o o m i n g t o n  Human Re l at i ons 
Commi s s i o n  is  s e e k in g  to  r e c o gn i z e  
i n d i v i dua l s  w i th i n  the c ommun i t y  who 
h ave made an o u t s t a n d i n g  c o n t r ib u t i on 
t o  human r e l a t i ons o r  human r i gh t s . 
Every three month s , the B l o o m i n g t o n  
Human Re l a t i ons C o mm i s s i o n  w i l l  
s e l e c t  an i n d i v i du a l  t o  b e  re c o g ­
n i z e d  as  t h e  Human Re l a t i ons P e r s on 
o f  the Quar te r .  

At  the end o f  t h e  y e ar , one o f  the s e  
p e o p l e  w i l l  b e  aw arde d t h e  annua l  
Dr . �Ia r t i n  L uth e r  K i n g  Human Re l a t i ons 
Award . 

To n o m i n a t e  an i n d i v i dual t o  r e c e i ve 
t h i s  p re s t i g i ous aw ard , s i mp l y  s end 
i n fo rm a t i on ab out human r e l a t i o n s  
work o r  pub l i c  s e rv i c e  b y  the p e r s on 
you w i s h  t o  nominate . 

S end a l l  nomi n a t ions  t o  t h e  Human 
Re l a t i ons O f fi ce , 109 E a s t O l i ve 
S t r e e t , B l ooming ton I L  6 1 7 0 1 .  I f  
v ou have que s t i ons o r  n e e d  fu r t h e r  
i n format ion  about t he aw ard , y o u  c an 
c a l l  the o f f i c e  a t  8 2 8 - 7 36 1 ,  e x t . 
2 1 8 / 1 9 . 

The demon s t ra t i on made c l e a r  that  
p r i s on e r s  e ve rywhe re are s u f fe r i n g  the 
s ame ab u s e  and ul t i ma t e l y  w i l l  n o t  
t o l e r a t e  i t - - th e y  w i l l  reb e l . •  

- - P on t i ac P r i s on e r s  S up p o r t  Co a l i t i on 

Dave Deford 
#A- 641 68 
Box 7 1 1  
Menard , , Ill ino i s  
62259 



County jail still a crime, says ACLU 
P o s t - Ame r i k an 

vo l .  8 n o . 7 p a ge 1 8  

" I t ' s  no t a t  all c lear to us that 
anyone explains to p e o�le do�n

.
t�e 

line what a ' c ons ti tuti o na l  Jai l 
means . "  

Ja ck Porter spoke this way about 
She riff Bri enan ' s  boast tha t McLean 
County Jai l ,  once the s i t e of vi ci ous 
po l i c e  brutality and inhuma0e 

. c o nd i t i ons , i s  no w a " constitut i o na l  
j a i l , "  a c lean , safe , and legal haven 
who s e  only pro blem is that i t s  crew o f  
j olly , sympath e t i c , S anty- Cl aus - l i k e  
guar ds i s  not l arge eno ugh . 

Po rter , speaking at an Ameri can Civi� 
Li bert i e s  Uni on program Nov . 1 7 ,  
point e d  out that there 2- s  a "gap 
be twe en aspiring anno unc ements from 
the top and what a c tua lly g o e s  o n  day 
to day - -an inconsis tency . "  

The A CLU o ften re c e i v e s  complaints 
from county jai l inma t e s  and the i r  
fami l i e s , a n d  P o r t e r  gave a report o n  
the ACLU ' s  inve s t igat i on o f  c o unty 
j ail c ond i t i on s . 

The A CLU found s e ven areas in whi c h  
they s trongly suspect that M cLean 
County Jai l  is no t a " constituti ona l  
jai l " and in s o me ca s e s  do e sn ' t  e v e n  
meet I l lino i s  s ta te standards for 
county j a i l s . 

The state s tandards provi de each i nma te 
with one call a we e k ,  o ther than calls 
to attorneys . A t  o ur j ai l ,  inma t e s  

ABOV E :  The new McLean County Jail may have fancy ironwork instead of traditional bars , but 
its still a jai l ,  and still  in violation of standards set up by the Department of C orrections . 

g e t  one call a we e k ,  whe ther i t ' s  to 
an at torney o r  no t .  I f  the pri s o ner 
tri e s  t o  make a call and can ' t  get 
through , that ' s  i t : no s e cond chance 
unt i l  the next we e k . 

The A CLU a l s o  doubts that the j a i l  i s  
fo llowing legal s tandards about the 
pri soners ' ma i l . Jai l  s taff are 
allowe d  to che c k  pri soner s ' ma i l  for 
contraband and and e s cape plans ; 
however , letters from attorneys are 

HA<? 
TJ.IE JURY 

REACHEIZ A 
VE�OICT? 

Youfl. HONOR, 
vJE THE JURY 

H�VE f.G.'<EED THAT 
C/£11 If 7fff 

DEFENDANT ACTUALLY 
CDM�ITTEV THE a.JME<; 

IT tS WE \IJHO , 
A.RE lllE GUILTY 

ONE� . .. 

called " privi lege d mai l "  and are 
s uppo s e d  t o  be treated di fferently . 
The staff can open the env e lo p e  and 
che ck for contraband , but they can ' t  
read the c o ntent o f  the l e t t e r , and 
they mus t  che c k  the enve lope in the 
pre sence of the i nmat e .  A t  M c Lean 

/ 114E U.S. �IAL 
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AND WE MU�T ALL 
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Wom e n ' s  B o o ks, H e a l th C a r e ,  
N on -sexi st C h il d re n ' s  

L it e r at u re , 2 5 -c e n t  U s e d  B ooks 
a n d  M O R E  

Co unty Jai l ,  pri s oners ha ve compla ine d 
that they g e t  le tters from the i r  
lawyers whi ch have a lready b e en o pene d . 

La c k  o f  a c c e s s  t o  the law li brary i s  
ano ther common c omplaint ; the state 
promi s e s  c o unty jail inma t e s  a t  least 
"minimum a c c e s s , " but Po rter sai d  t·ha t 
a c c e s s  "bas i ca lly do e sn ' t  e x i s t  here . "  
Being able to g o  to the law library i s  
extreme ly impo rtant t o  inma t e s , s ince 
they ne e d  law b o o ks to deve l o p  
gri evan c e s  and to w o r k  o n  the i r  o wn 
cas e s . 

Even �he j a i l  s taff a c kno wl e dge s that 
inma te re creat ion " j ust do e sn ' t  happen ' 
here , Porter sai d .  They say that the 
j a i l  staff i s  t o o  small to o ve r s e e  
re creati onal activi t i e s , but Po rter 
said that excuse is " t i re s ome . "  He 
s a i d  that any c omplaint the A CLU bring 
up , McLe an County Ja i l  o ffi c i a l s  try 
to use the short - staff excuse . 

The state give s inma t e s  the right to 
a wri t ten no t i c e  when the ir status 
inside the jai l i s  t o  change for s ome 
rea s o n . ( The c las s i f i cations are 
maximum s e curity , medium s e curity , 
minimum s e curi ty , s o li tary c onfinement , 
and s o  forth . )  The pri s oners hav e a 
r i ght to due pro c e s s  and wri t t e n  
de c i s i ons when they ' re swi t ched from 
o ne c la s si f i cation to ano ther . 
Howeve r ,  at McLean County Jai l  
pri s oners complain o f  be ing 
arbi trari ly swi t ch e d  with no clear 
explana t i on at a l l , let a lone a 
wri t t e n  o ne . 

Fina l ly ,  the A CLU suspe c t s  a s l o ppy 
inV"ent o ry o f  the personal po s s e s s i o ns 
that inmate s g ive up when they are 
thro wn in j a i l . Pri soners c omplain 
that the invento ry is sometime s no t 
ma de and s ometime s made inc ompl e t e ly , 
s o  that they haven ' t  g o t  a l l  their 
stuff back , and haven ' t  had an 
ac cura t e  inventory list to prove 
anything mi s s ing . 

So although we aren ' t  hearing about 
pri s oners be ing dragge d  o ut of their 
c e l ls and beat e n ,  as we di d under 
Sheri ff King ' s  rule , the c o unty i s  
s t i l l  no t c lo s e  t o  having a legal o r  
humane j ai l .  • 

- -Pho e b e  Caulfi e l d  



Communicat ion i s  something we 
experienc e in our everyday l ives 
when we interact wi th our fri ends . 
We generally have a dialog b e twe en 
parti e s  that ensures unders tanding o f  
what i s  be ing talke d about . Sounds 
very simple, probably something we 
tend to take for granted .  

Well not always . I had a bri e f  
encounter wi th thi s communi cation 
pro ce s s  that was to tally backwards 
and b e li eve it or not made very much 
sense . 

I work a t  a lo cal apartment bui lding 
that provides resi dences for the 
e lderly . The s eni or citi z ens that 
live there have a warm , caring 
friendship and try to look out f o r  
each other in time s o f  need . I t ' s  
enc ouraging to see this styl e o f  
community . 

Two of the resi dents ( we will call 
them Mrs . C and Mrs . E) are neighbors , 
living just acro s s  the hall from each 
o ther . 

I had rece ive d a call for maintenance ,  
on a light fixture in Mrs . C ' s  ro om . 
There was a short in the wiring o f  
t�e lamp, and I nee ded to change the 
light fixture altogether . As it 

worke d out , the new fixture di dn ' t  
have the right s i z e  lampshade to fit . 

Now Mrs . C ,  who is in her late 70 ' s ,  
can ' t  talk real we ll but she do e s  
fine . I explained the problem to her 
and sai d  when the shade came in I 
would install it . 

We l l ,  Mrs . C ' s  neighbor, Mrs . E, who 
can ' t  hear very well and i s  in he r 
80 ' s  and also doe s  fine , came over to 
see what was up . 

Mrs . C and Mrs . E decide d  to retire 
to the lobby to discuss the i ssue . 
Mrs . C was explaining to Mrs . E what 
I had said about the lampshade . So 
Mrs . E said that she understood and 
that she has had problems with her 
shades , too--that i s ,  window shades .  
Mrs . E sai d she liked to pull hers 
down at night and some times her shade s 
di dn ' t  work real we ll . 

We ll Mrs . C and Mrs . E had a very long 
and ni ce conversation , talking about 
shade s .  Mrs . E talking about window 
shade s and Mrs . C talking about 
lampshade s .  They never did make 
conne ctions about the two different 
shade s .  Thi s dis cussion went on for 
about 40 minutes with each woman 
returning to her room after a long 

*************************************** 
NOW BLOOMINGTON - NORMAL HAS A I VI E N NA 

"CHICAGO STYLE HOT DOG" 

lRI• 
dogs 

123 E. Beaufort 

TWO DOORS EAST OF APPLE TREE STEREO 
GET ACQUAINTED WITH OUR MENU . . . . . . . . .  . 

Underdog . . . . .  9 9 ¢  
B ra twu r s t  . . . .  9 9 ¢  
P o l i s h  S aus . .  9 9 ¢  
Hot Dog . . . . . .  7 5 ¢  
Ch i l i  Dog . . . .  9 0 ¢  
Che e s e  Do g . . .  9 0 ¢  
F i r e  Dog . . .  1 . 1 9 

I t a l i an B e e f  . . . . .  1 .  7 9  
Ve g g i e  Dog . . . . . . . . . 8 9  ¢ 
T am a l e  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 5 ¢  
Ch i p s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 5 ¢  
P i c k l e s  . . . . . . . . 2 5 / . 4 5 ¢  
Ch i l i  . . . . . . . . . 7 9 ¢ / 1 . 2 9 
Ext r a  C h i l i  o r  
T r i mm i n g s  or 
Che e s e  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 0 ¢  

F REE T R I MM I NGS : Mus t ar d , Re l i s h , On i on s , 
Tomat o e s ,  C ucumb e r s , S e c re t  S e a s on e d  S a l t , 
Peppe r s , Ke t s up 
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all types of records for 
all types of people 

(in the shadows of 
Watterson Towers)  
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afternoon vi siting in the lobby . 
Both were very content and f e eling 
like they had shared some parts o f  
each o ther ' s  live s . 

I gue ss that goe s  to show us that no t 
always do we make sens e , yet 
communi cation se ems to go on and 
things really do work out just fine . 
The s e  two women had no problem 
communi cating today , and probably will 
continue to communi cate just as we ll 
tomorrow in the lobby as they had 
t o day .. 

- -Mi cha e l  

Shutoff victory 
On O c t o b e r  3 1 , t h e  I l l in o i s  C o mme r c e  
Commi s s i on p as s e d  a n  " eme rgency 
me a s u r e "  that is  an i mp o r t an t  s te p  
t ow a rds e n d i n g  w i n t e r  u t i l i ty 
s h u t o f fs . 

The rul i n g  w i l l  p roh i b i t  c ut - o f f s  
b e tween De c e mb e r  1 ,  1 9 79 , a n d  Ap r i l  
1 ,  1 9 8 0 , due t o  p ayme n t  p r ob l ems . 
I t  w i l l e n d  a l l s hut o f f8 when t h e  
t e mp e r a t ure i s  b e l ow 3 2  . 

Wh i l e the s pe c i f i c  de t a i l s  o f  t h e  
e me rgency o rde r are s omewh at un c le a r , 
i t  r e p re s e n t s  a de f i n i te improvemen t 
over p a s t p o l i c i e s . I f  cus t ome rs 
c anno t  p ay the i r  b i l l s , they h ave 
s i x w o r k i n g  days to  work out a pay ­
men t  p l an w i th the i r  u t i l i ty c ompany . 
The u t i l i t i e s  h a ve t o  w o rk out a p l an ,  
un l i k e  the curre n t  "budge t b i l l i n g "  
wh i ch i s  l e ft u p  t o  t h e  comp an i e s ' 
d e s i r e s . Furth e r ,  r at h e r  t h an s en d i n g  
o u t  s h ut o f f  n o t i c e s , the ut i l i t i e s  
h ave t o  prov i de i n f o rma t i on ab o u t  
f i n an c i a l  as s i s t ance ava i l ab l e  t o  
cus t ome rs w i th p ay ment t roub l e s . 

Cus tomers  may b e  s h u t  o f f  i f ,  antl 
o n l y  i f ,  t h e y  re i u s e  to work out a 
paymen t p l an . Th i s  arran ge me n t  i s  
i nt e nd e d  t o  p r e ve n t  " che a t e rs "  from 
n o t  paying the i r  b i l l s - -� m a j o r  
ob s e s s i on o f  t h e  u t i l i t i e s  an d I CC .  
( Funny t h a t the I CC i s  n o t  s o  c on ­
ce rn�d ab o u t  the e t i l i t i e s ' r ip p i n g  
o ff cus t om e r s  t h r o u g h  phan t o m  t axes 
and o the r un f a i r ,  i f  l e g a l , prac t i ce s . )  

• 

Clay Dooley 
continued from pagf' 24 

ass e s  o ff, be ing humil iated, " so come 
on down and cheer them up with your 
support . 

Bec ause unl e s s  some thing happens 
soon,  and unl e s s  this tiny band s tarts 
to see some c ommunity support , it 
ain ' t go ing to be a "go o d  year " for 
them • •  - - MgM 
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What boycotts have come to 
When C a p t . Ch a r l e s  Cunn i n g ham 
B o y c o t t ' s  t e n a n t s , i n  1 8 8 0 , f i r s t  c ame 
up w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  h a v i n g  everyone 
refuse to c o o p e r a t e  w i th the i r  ruth ­
l e s s  l an d l o rd ,  t h e y  undoub t ed l y  k n ew 
they h ad l a t c h e d  on t o  a dyn am i t e  
i de a . I q ue s t i on , h oweve r ,  i f  C ap t . 
B ov c o t t ' s  t e n a n t s  had any i d e a  t o  
wh�t l e n g t h s  th e i r  nove l ide a w o u l d  
go . 

C o u l d  t h e y  h ave fore s e e n  the day when 
a l mo s t  n o t h i n g  can be b ought  i n  g o od 
c on s c i e nc e ?  When you a r e  f o r c ed t o  
c ar r y  t w o  l i s t s  w i th y o u  whe r e v e r  y o u  
g o - - one o f  t h i n g s  y o u  w a n t  and o n e  o f  
t h e  t h in g s  y o u  can ' t  b uy ?  When y ou 
t h r ow your hands up i n  d i s gus t and 
d e c ide t he on l y  t h i n g  w o r t h  b oy c o t t i n g  
i s  b o yc o t ts ? I d on ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  c ou l d . 

B u t  that , my f r i ends , i s  the p o s i t i on 
we f i nd ours e l v e s  i n  t oday . 

A sma l l  a c t  from r e a l  l i fe :  Y o u  g e t  
u p  in t h e  morn i n g  a n d  p u l l your P e a ­
nuts c a r t o o n  s he e t s  o ve r  the b ed i n  a 
feeb l e  a t t e mp t  t o  make i t  l o ok p r � ­
se n t ab l e  and s t umb l e  down s t a i r s . Y o u  
p u t  t h e  c o f fe e  on a n d  p o u r  yours e l f  
a ta l l  g l a s s  o f  �l i nu t e - �la i d  o r an g e  
j u i c e . You chug a c u p  o f  T a s t e r ' s  
Cho i c e  and g o  b ack u p s t a i r s  t o  g e t  
re adv f o r  w o rk . Y o u  d r e s s , s p l a s h  
on s �me L ' O r e a l  p e r fume , and l i gh t  a 
K i n s t o n . Then i t ' s  o f f  t o  w o rk . 

On y o u r  b re a k  y o u  chow down a $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  
Cho c o l a t e  B a r ,  and a V l as i c  p i c k l e , 
and have a cup o f  � e s c a fe . F o r  l unch , 
v o u  dec ide on F r anco - Ame r i c an �p a g h e t t i , a p a c k a g e  o f  S o u p t i me , 
and a b i g p i e c e  o f  P e p p e r idge F a rm 
choco l a t e  c ak e . On t h e  a f t e rn o o n  
b re ak y o u  d r i n k  a l i t t l e  c an o f  V - 8 .  

Then y o u  g o  h ome and t h e  f i rs t  t h i n g  
y o u  d o  i s  o p e n  a c a n  o f  C o o r s . Y o u  
s i t  down o n  y o u r  G u l i s t an c a rp e t  and 
dec ide wh a t  t o  make f o r  dinn e r . Y ou 
make a t o s s e d  s a l a d , and open  a 
p a c k a g e  o f  Ka v l i  C r i s p b r e a d  t o  g o  
w i t h i t .  Y o u  o p e n  y o u r  B r a z i l i an ham­
b u r g e r , w h i ch was cheap e r  t h an U . S .  
an d t a s t e s  j u s t  a s  g o od . Y o u  d e c i de 
t o  m a k e  i t  b e c ome a che e s e b u r g e r and 
g e t  out y o u r  O l d F o r t  che dda r .  

Y o u  n e ed a v e g e t ab l e  s o  y ou o p en a c an 
o f  L ib b y ' s  c r e amed c o rn . Y o u  s t i r  
s ome s t rawb e r r y  Qu i k  i n t o  y ou r  m i l k  
and e a t  s u p p e r ,  t o p p i n g  i t  o f f  w i th 
y o u r  h omemade To l l h o u s e  c h o c o l a t e  c h i p  
c o o k i e s . A f t e r  e a t i n g , y o u  f e e d  y o u r  
d o g  s ome Re c i p e do g f o od . Y o u  s i t  
down t o  w a t ch t e l e v i s i o n  and y o u  d r ink 
a g l a s s  of C r o s s e  and B l a ckwe l l  b u r ­
g andy w i ne . Then y o u  re l ax i n  t h e  tub 
w i th a g l a s s  o f  D e e r  P a rk Moun t a i n  
S p r i n g  w a t e r .  Y o u  dry yours e l f  w i th a 
U t i c a t owe l , and p u t  y o u r  F r o s tman 
b l an k e t  on the b ed .  J u s t  b e fo r e  v o u  
t u rn o u t  the l i gh t , y o u  h a v e  a cu� o f  
De c a f  and a Ch i qu i t a � an an a .  

You , p o o r  p e r s on , h a ve j us t  b r oken 
e v e ry b oy c o t t  known t o  curren t l y e x i s t  
i n  the U n i t ed S t a t e s . Y e s , y o u . 
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Y o u  h ave made ang r y  the s up p o r t e r s  o f  
n o  l e s s  t h an s e ven n at i on a l  b o y c o t t s . 
Y ou h ave t u rned y o u r  b a ck o n  the 
N e s t l e  b oy co t t , the U FW l e t tuce  b o y ­
c o t t , the U F W  C ampb e l l  and L i b by 
b oy c o t t  , the J .  P .  S t e ve n s  b oy c o t t , 
the F l o r i da C i t rus b oy c o t t , the C o o rs 
b o y c o t t , the W i n s t on - S a l em b oy c o t t , 
the AAM f o re i gn me a t  b o yc o t t . 

Y o u  have p i s s e d  o f f  the g ay f o l k , 
the f a rme r s , t h e  ch i c an e s , the b l ac k s  
a l l l e f t i sh r e l i g i ous p e o p l e ,  and 
o r g an i z ed l ab o r , j us t  t o  n ame a few . 
Y ou , I am s o rry t o  s ay ,  a re i n  b i g  
t r o ub l e . Y ou h ave j us t  v o i ced y o u r  
s up p o r t  o f  s c ab l ab ? r � p o o r  w a$e s , 
uns a fe w o rk i ng c ondi t i ons , s t r i k e  
b r e ak e r s  murde r ,  p re j ud i ce , un f a i r  
p r i c e  c o�t r o l s , m a l nu t r i t i o n , and 
g od o n l y  knows wha t  e l s e . 

Y o u  h aven ' t ,  o f  cours e . B u t  y o u  
h ave . 

B u t  w h a t  are we t o  do ? T a s t e r ' s  
Cho i ce i s  the b e s t  i n s t an t  c o f fe e  
a r o und and c an we e v e r  b re ak 
N e s t l e ? V - 8 i s  a g r e a t  j u i c 2 , and 
c an we e ve r  b r e ak C ampb e l l ' s ?  Are y o u  
r e a l l y  g o i n g  t o  g i ve up smo� i n g  Do r a l s  
j us t  b e c a u s e  W i n s t o n - S a l em i s  n on ­
un i o n ?  W o u l d  i t  do any g o o d ?  And 
j us t  h ow f a r  can y o u  e x t end t h i s  b oy ­
c o t t  b u s i n e s s ,  anyw ay ? 

Peopre 
B�ore 
Profits 

Wh a t  y o u  a r e  g o i n g  t o  b o y c o t t  mus t  
remain a n  i nd i v idua l cho i c e , and I do 
n o t  i n t e nd to t e l l  y o u  w h a t  I t h i n k  
the c u r r e n t  c o r r e c t  l i ne on b oy co t t s  
i s . I am , h owe ve r ,  g o i n g  t o  g ive y o u  
my o p i n i on . 

B o y c o t t s  a r e  n e c e s s ary , u s e fu l , and 
p r oduc t i v e  t o o l s  when they are u s ed a t  
t h e  r i gh t  t i me w i th the r i gh t  o rg an ­
i z a t i on f o r  the r i g h t  caus e . They a r e  
a p a i n  i n  the a s s o r  an ab o m i n a t ion 
( s uch as the ant i - ab o r t i on i s t  b oy ­
c o t t  o f  t h e  U ri i ted Way f o r  fund i n g  
P l anned P a r e n t ho od)  i f  they a r e  n o t . 

My favo r i te s  a t  th i s  t ime i n c l ude a l l  
the o n e s  l i s t ed i n  the l i t t l e f ab l e  
e x c e p t  f o r  the L ib b y  and C ampb e l l  
b oy c o t t . I c annot f a u l t a c omp any f o r  
b uy i ng t h e  b e s t  p roduce a t  t h e  b e s t  
p r i ce . I t  i s , a f t e r  a l l , a s e c ondary 
b oy c o t t  anyway . C ampb e l l  and L ib b y  
a r e  n o t  the h e a v i e s  i n  t h i s  i s s ue - �  
t he g rowe r s  o f  t he p r oduce i n  Oh i o  
a r e . S o  I s ay b o y c o t t  t h o s e  p a r t i c ­
u l a r  Oh i o  g rowe r s  and , i f  n e c e s s ary , 
a l l  Oh i o  p roduce . Tom a t o e s  l e f t  on 
s h e l v e s  r o t ; t o ma t o  s oup doe s n ' t .  The 
C amp� e l l - L ib b y  b oy c o t t  i s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  
w o rk . 

B u t  s ince i t  i s  a g o od c au s e  and a U FW 
s pons o red b oy c o t t ,  the re i s  s ome t h i n g  
w e  c an do . Y o u  c an c o n t i nue t o  b u y  
L i b b y ' s  c a rr o t s  and I c an c o n t inue t o  
b uy C ampb e l l ' s  s oup , and w e  can b o t h  
he l p  the U FW and o u rs e l v e s  a t  the 
s ame t ime . Jus t w r i te to C ampb e l l  
and L ib b v  and t e l l  t h e m  y o u  a r e  n o t  
g o in g  t o

.
purch as e any more  o f  t h e i r  

p r oduc t s  un t i l  t h e y  g e t  the i r  Oh i o  
g rowe rs un i on i z e d .  W r i te them once 
a w e e k . Or  more . F l ood t he i r  o ff i c e s  
w i th c o r r e s p ondence s o  t h i ck t h a t  
i t  w i l l  b e  che ape r f o r  them i n  t h e  
l on g  run t o  p ay mo re f o r  t h e i r  p r o ­
duce t h an t o  h i re 4 7  e x t ra p e o p l e  
t o  r e ad t h e  m a i l . 

I h av e  much the s ame l ine o n  W i n s t on ­
S a l em . Te l l  them y ou ' re s w i t ch i n g  
o ve r  t o  M a r l b o ro un t i l  they l e t  t h e i r  
w o rke r s  i o in the un i on .  Y o u  c an ' t 
b re ak W i� s t on - S a l em . 

Y o u  can , h ow e ve r ,  b re a k  C o o r s . C o o r s  
i s  a sma l l b rewe ry and i s  a s in g l e  
p r oduc t  c omp any . A s  s uch , i t  i s  much 
more  re a s onab l e  to as s ume t h at y o u  
c a n  d o  d e a t h  and de s t r uc t i on on C o o r s , 
wh e r e  y o u  a s  an i nd i v idua l  c an do 
v i r t ua l ly n o t h i n g  to h a rm a mul t i ­
p r oducted , mul t i - n a t i on a l  c o rp o ra t i o n  
1 i k e  C amp b e  1 1  ' s .  

The C o o r s  b oy c o t t  i s  a p r imary b oy ­
c o t t - - Co o r s  i s  b e ing un j us t  and 
w i cked and e v i l  and n a s ty . S o  t o  ge t 
b ack y o u  are b oy c o t t i n g  C o o rs  d i re c t ­
l y . Wh i ch i s  e a s i e r . Th e C o o rs 
b oy c o t t  a l s o  h a s  the s up p o r t  o f  o r ­
g an i z ed l ab o r : the AF L - C I O  and the UAW 
a r e  b o th f i g h t ing the C o o rs  C o . ,  a s  
a r e  p ro b a b l y  mos t n a t i o n a l  un i on s . I t  
i s  l e g i t i ma t e  t o  a s s ume t h a t  you1 
not p u rch a s i n g  C o o r s  w i l l  end the i n ­
j us t i c e s . 

The C o o r s  c ompany n o t  o n l y  re fus e s  t o  
re c o gn i z e the a t t e mp t s  o f  the wo rke r s  
t o  un i on i z e  and h i re s  s cab l ab o r  when 
the w o rk e r s  re fuse to w o rk , it a l s o  
demands l i e  de t e c t o r  t e s t s  o f  a l l  i t s  
emp l oy e e s  and i s  i n  the h ab i t  o f  
f i r i ng p e op l e  wh o s e  p o l i t i c s  and/ o r  
s e xu a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o r  p re fe renc e s  a r e  
made kn own . 

C o o rs g e t s  th i s  i n f o  on i t s emp l oy e e s  
n o t  o n l y  t h r ough u s e  o f  the p o l y gr aph , 
b u t  a l s o  t h r o ugh a s e r i e s o f  w r i t t en 
que s t i Qn s  p o t e n t i a l  workers  mus t 
an s w e r  b e fo re t h e y  a re h i red . The 
que s t i on s  i n c l ude s uch t o p i c s  as p o ­
l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s , s o c i al c o n c e rns 
and s y mp a t h i e s , s ex u a l  ac t i v i ty ( l ik e  
h ow many t im e s  y ou ' v e h ad s ex w i th 
y o u r  w i f e  i n  the p a s t w e e k )  and 
s e xua l p r e fe renc e . 

The U FW l e t tuce b o y co t t  i s  s t i l l  w i t h  
us , a l though s in c e  t h e  f i rs t c on t r a c t  
i t  h a s  l o s t  much o f  i t s s up p o r t  and 
much o f  i ts s te am .  Y o u  s h ould n o t  n ow 
b oy c o t t  l e t t uce i nd i s c r i mi n at e l y . 
Always  a s k  i f  y o u r  g r oc e ry s e l l s  un i on 
l e t tuce . Mo s t  g r o c e r s  w i l l  n o t  know , 
s o  then as k t o  s e e  t h e  c r a t e s  i t  c ome s 
i n . I f  t h e  c r a t e s  d o  n o t  h ave b l ac k  
e a g l e s  on them , d o  n o t  b uy the l e t t uce . 
I f  t h e  l e t tuce come s  f r om t h e  Red 
C o ach l ab e l , do not b uy i t  at a l l . 



P r o g r e s s  i s  s l ow l y  b e i n g  made in the 
J . P .  S t e vens b o y c o t t . I t ,  l i ke 
t h e  C oo r s  b o y co t t , h as t h e  s up p o r t  o f  
o r g an i z e d  l ab o r .  I t  i s  w o rk i ng . And 
e ven i f  you don ' t  b uy n ew s h e e t s  and 
c an ' t  a f fo rd t owe l s , Ch r i s tmas i s , 
a �t e r  a l l ,

.
c o m i n g  up , and s ome o f  your 

r i ch re l a t i v e s  m i gh t  ge t you l inens 
for un de r y our t re e . 

So check t h e  b rands you ge t a g a in s t  
the b rands y ou ' r e b oy c o t t in g , an d i f  
y o u  g e t  h an d e d  a J .  P .  S te vens p r o du c t  
a s k  who e v e r  g ave i t  t o  y o u  t o  t ake i t  
b ack a n d  ge t y o u  a s u i t ab l e b rand . 
Then t e l l  t h e m  why , i f  they don ' t  
know , and turn your Ch r i s tmas a ft e r ­
noon s p o rt s  i n t o  l i ve deb at e . O f  
cours e , i n fo rmat i on s h ar i n g  i s  a 
n i c e r  t e r m .  

A s  f a r  as  F l o r i d a  c i t rus p r o du c t s  go , 
An i t a  i s  s t i l l  mak i n g  c omme r c i a l s  ( and 
e ven i f  �h e  i s n ' t  mak i n g  any new one s ,  
the F l o r i da O ran ge Grow e r s  A s s n . i s  
s t i l l  s� ow i n g  the o l d  one s e ve ry d ay 
on day t ime TV)  and I am s t i l l  b uy in g  
o� l y  C a l i f o rn i a  orange s , l em on s , 
l imes , and grape frui t .  C h e c k  t h e  cans 
of  j ui ce . S o me t i me s  t h e y  w on ' t  t e l l  
you where t h e y  w e re grown , s ome t im e s  
they only s ay wh e re t h e y  w e re c ann e d . 
Th at can b e  e n ough . I f  i t  s ays 
" C anned in Ore g on , "  I t h ink the odds 
are p r e t t y  good that the F l o r i da 
growe r s  aren ' t  g o i n g  t o  s e n d  the i r  
p re c i o us c i t rus t o  Ore gon t o  h ave i t  
c anne d .  I f  they w e r e  g o i n g  t o  w as te 
t h a t  k i nd of  money s h i p p i n g  fru i t  
a c ro s s  c o un t ry f o r  c ann i n g  an.d i f  they 
a re t h at c l e ve r ,  yuu �ight as we l l  
d r i n k  i t  anyw ay and f i gure they c an ' t  
b e  b e a t . 

B a c k  in the heyday o f  the l e t tuce 
b oy c o t t  i t  w a s  nQt unus u a l  for non ­

un i on grow e r s  t o  put b l ack e a g l e s  on 
the i r  c r at e s  t o  fo o l  the b oy c o t t e r s . 
Bruce Church may o r  may n o t  b e  t h a t  
t r i cky . B u t  h e  i s  t h e  s e cond l a r ge s t  
l e t tuce g r owe r  i n  the c o un t ry , and h i s  
Re d Co ach l ab e l  i s  de f i n i t e l y  no t 
un i on .  Roma ine l e t t u c e  t a s t e s  b e t t e r  
anyway . 

Fre s h  p r o duce w i l l s ay whe re i t ' s  
f r o m .  Y o u  w i l l  f i n d  moun t a ins o f  
r� ch , r i p e  o ran g e s  j us t  b e l ow a b i g 
s i gn t h a t  anno un c e s  " F l o r i da Orange s . "  
P � s s  t he,m b y  an d g o  t o  the s ma l l e r  
h � l l  o f  r i ch , r i p e  o r an g e s  b e l ow a 
l i t t l e  s i gn t h a t  wh i s p e rs " C a l i fo rn i a  
Oran ge s "  and b uy t he m .  O ran g e s  r o t . 
We c an w i n  t h i s  one . 

The N e s t l e ' s  B oy c o t t  i s  m ak i ng p r o ­
g re s s . There i s  l e g i s l at i on i n  t h e  
Hous e

.
wh i ch i s  a imed d i re ct l y a t  

s t opp i n g  N e s t l e . Whe th e r  i t  i s  t h e  

b oy c o t t  wh i ch i s  fo r c i n g  t h i s  i n ­
cre a s e d  cons c i ousne s s  ( on t h e  p ar t  o f  
e ve ry ?n� b ut N e s t l e )  o r  mere l y  g o o d  
o r g an i z in g  a n d  l o t s  o f  P R  i s  i m ­
mat e r i al . I f  you do no t fe e l  v o u  w a n t  
t o  g i ve up N e s t l e  produc t s , t ake the 
s ame ac t i on as  in t h e  C ampb e l l -
L ib b y  b oy c o t t .  Ne s t l e  i s  p r ob ab l y  
neve r go i n g  t o  k n o w  i f  you b re a k  down 
and buy a C runch b a r . B ut when y o u  
w r i t e , m a k e  i t  s ound l i ke  you p ract i ­
c a l l � l i ve on cho c o l a t e , and H e r s he y ' s  
p r o f i t s  are g o i n g  t o  s kyrocke t un l e s s  
N e s t l e s t ops  th i s  n o n s e n s e  and g e t s  o u t  
o f  t h � b ab y - k i l l in g  b us i n e s s  and g e ts 
b ac k  i n t o  the cho c o l ate - s e l l in g  b us i ­
ne s s . 

I am n o t  s u re i f  t h e  Ame r i c an Agr i ­
c u l ture Movement b oyco t t  o f  fore i gn 
b e e f i s  an o f fi c i a l  b oy c o t t  y e t  o r  
n o t , b u t  i t  s h o u l d  b e . F o re i gn b e e f  
h a s  n o t  b e e n  a huge p rob l em i n  r e c e n t  
y e ar s , b u t  w i th C a r te r ' s  s i gn i n g  o f  
t h e  b i l l  wh i ch w i l l  a l l ow more f o re i gn 
b e e f t o  b e  s o l d  i n  t h e  U . S . , i t  w i l l  
b e come a b i g g e r  p rob l e m  much more 
qu i ck l y .  The i n t ro duc t i on of fore i gn 
b e e f  i n t o  t h i s  c ount ry i s  me re l y an ­
o t h e r  a t t e mp t  b y  ag r ib us i n e s s  t o  force 
the s ma l l o r  fami l y  f a rme rs into an 
e a r l y  re t i remen t . Re s t  a s s ur e d  that 
on ce v i r t u a l l y  a l l f am i l y f arms h ave 
b e e n  b ought o u t  by the l ar g e r  farm­
ing c o rp o ra t i on s  that  the imp o r t a t i on 
o f  fo re i gn b e e f  w i l l  end ove rn i gh t . 

I f  y o u  e a t  m e a t , a s k  your gro c e r  i f  
the b e e f i s  fore i gn o r  dome s t i c .  I f  
your gro c e r  s e l l s  any fo re i gn b e e f  
b uy n o  m e a t  a t  a l l  t h e re , and t e l l  t h e  
s t o r e  man a g e r  why . I f  the s t o re 
d o e s n ' t  know wh e re the b e e f c o m e s  

from , don ' t  b uy i t  t h e re unt i l  t h e y  
f ind o u t . I f  n e c e s s ary , purchase  yo ur 
m e a t  from a l o c a l  p a ck i n g  c o mp any o r  
b ut ch e r  s t o r e  wh i ch s e l l s on l y  l o c a l  
( us ua l ly Cen t r a l  I l l i no i s )  m e a t . I f  
you � re a ve g e t ar i an , ge t one o f  your 
c a r n i vorous fr i ends t o  t e l l  v o u  what 
s t o r e s  s e l l f o re i gn b e e f ,  t h�n . go 
t h e re and g i ve them t h e  s ame r ap . 

College & linden 
Normal Illinois 

The y ' re n o t  g o i n g  t o  know t h a t  y o u  
w o u l dn ' t  b uy the i r  b e e f anyw ay , a n d  i f  
i t  k e e p s  agr i cul t ure from b e coming 
t o t a l l y  a g r i b us ine s s ,  i t  may b e  w o r t h  
y o u r  wh i l e .  

S o  there , in  a what s t art e d  out t o  
be  a n u t s he l l ,  i s  w h a t  i s  g o i n g  o n  
w i th c u r r e n t  b o y c o t t s . I f  I h ave 
forgo t t e n  any , i t  was o n l y  b e cause  
I don ' t  know ab out them . T f  yo .. do , 
w r i te a l e t te r  o r  s end an a rt i c le t o  
t h e  P o s t an d we ' l l t ry t o  g e t  i t  i n . 

B e l ow i s  a l i s t in g  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  
c l a i m  t o  b e  c omp l e t e  b ut d o e s  c l a i m  
t o  b e  a s  a c c ur a t e  a s  i s  h uman l y  po s ­
s ib l e , o f  a l l  the var i e d  and v a r i o u s  
p roduc t s  you m a y  cho o s e  n o t  t o  p u r ­
chas e . • 

- - Deb o rah W i a t  t 

Un i te d  F a rmwo rke rs : 
A l l  n on - un i on h e ad l e t tu c e  

L ib b y - Mc N e i l l - L ibby : 
A l l  N e s t l e ' s  p ro duc t s  ( N e s t l e ' s  i s  

the p a r e n t  company o f  L ib b y ) ; a l l 
ve ge t ab l e s , frui t s , me a t s  and j ui ce s  
w i th the L ibby ' s  l ab e l  
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C ampb e l l : 
C ampb e l l  s o up ; Swan s on f r o z e n  

d i n n e r s  a n d  me a t s ; V - 8 ve b e t ab l e  
j u i c e ; Re c i p e  p e t  food ; F r anco ­
Ame r i c an p ro duc t s ; P e pp e r i dge Farm 
?ro duc t s ; G r anny ' s  s o up s ; Bounty 
c anne d ch i l i  and e n t r e e s ; G o d i v a  
cho c o l a t e s ; f i e t ro ' s  G o l d  Coa s t  
p i z z a s ; D e l acrc c o ok i e s  and p a s t r i e s ; 
i i a - o r a  f o o d  p r o duc t s ; V l a s i c  

Hanover T r a i l re s t aurant s ;  L ex i n g ­
ton Ga rdens r e t a i l  n arden c e n t e r s · 
H e r fy ' s  r e s t aurant s

0 ' 

N e s t l e : 
· Ch o c o l a t e s - - C runch ; To l l  Hous e 

Ch i p s ; "1u i k ; H o t  C o c o a  l·i i x ; P r i ce ' s  
Choc o l a t e s ; Cho c o ' l i t e ; Cho c o - B ake ; 
$ 100, 000 Candy B a r ; Go Ahe a d  B a r  

C o f fe e s  a n d  T e a s - - Ta s te r ' s  Ch o i ce · 
Ne s c a fe ; N e s t e a ; D e c a f ; Sunr i s e ; 

' 

P e ro 
W i ne s - - B e r i n g e r  B r o t h e r s ; L o s  

He rmano s ;  C r o s s e  a n d  B l a ckwe l l  
Chee s e s - - Sw i s s  Kn i gh t ; W i s p r i de ; 

G e r b e r  C h e e s e s ; O l d  F o r t ; P rova l one 
L a c a te l l i ; Che r ry H i l l ; Ro g e r ' s  

P a c k a g e d  foods - - L ibby ' s ;  S t o u f fe r  
fro z en f o o d s ; S oup t ime ; l la g g i  Soup s ; 
C r o s s e  and B l ackwe l l  

H o t e l s  and r e s t aurant s - - S t o u f fe r · 
Rus ty S cu?p e r  

' 

M i s ce l l aneous - - L ' Ore a l  C o s me t i c s · 
N e s t l e  C o o k i e  M i x e s ; D e e r  Park 

' 

Moun t a i n  Spr inh W a t e r ; Kavl i C r i s p ­
b r e a d ; McV i t i e s ; Ke i l l e r ;  J am e s  
Ke l l er & Son L t d . ; C o n t i que b y  A l c on ; 
I onax by Owe n  L ab s ; L anc ome 

J . P .  S tevens : 
She e t s  and p i l l ow c a s e s - - B e au t i ­

B l end ; B e au t i c a l e ; F ine A r t s ; P e anuts 
c o m i c  s tr i p  f i gur e s ; Tas t emake r ;  
U t i c a ; U t i c a  & Mohawk ; Yve s S t .  
L auren t ; Ang e l o  Dongh i a  

Towe l s - - F ine A r t s ; Tas temak�i'  
U t i c a  

' 

B l an k e t s - - F o r s tmann , U t i c a  _ Carpe t s - - C ontende r ; Gul i s t an ;  
Merrywe a th e r ; Tas tcmaker 

Tab l e  L in e n - - S im t e x  
lio s i e ry - - F i n e s s e ; H i p - L e t s ; S p i r i t  
D r a� e r i e s - - J . P .  S tevens 

Victory for UFW 
Sunharve s t , the nat ion ' s  l arg e s t  
l e t tuc e grower , h a s  s igned a contract 
with t� e Uni t e d  Farm Wo rkers Uni o n .  
The p: i c e  o f  t h e  c ontrac t was one o f  
t h e  high e s t  y e t , c o s t ing t h e  wo rkers 
7t r:ionths o f  s trike and c o s t ing 
Rufino Contreras h i s  l i fe . 

The c ontrac t inc luded wag e s  o f  $5 . 0 0 c;i.n hour , th e mechan i z at i on c l aus e ,  an 
i�c r e a s e  t o  the empl oyers ' c ontri bu­
t i ons t o  the p en s i o n  and medical plan 
pay for union r ep s ,  and travel pay . 

' 

And the s truggl e . continue s  • •  
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! Censorship survives 
:Phoebe fidgets '-A 0vtiAUrtltA LiAt 

I f  you ' ve g o t  s om e  e xtra time t o  read 
during the ho l i days , here ' s  a list of 
bo o ks you might l i ke t o  try : 

Catcher i n  the Rye 
by J .  D .  Sal ing e r  

S o u l  on I c e  
by Eldri dge Cleaver 

Manch i l d  in t h e  P r o mi s e d  L and 
by Claude Bro wn 

Go A s k  A l i c e  
b y  Anonymous 

Slaughte rho us e - 5 
by Kurt V o nnegut 

The Learning Tree 
by Gordon Parks 

Grape s o f  ivra th 
by Jo hn S t e inbe c k  

Down The s e  Mean Str e e t s  
b y  Piri Thomas 

Flowers for A l g e rnon 
by Dani e l  Keyes 

The Go dfa ther 
by Mario Pu z o  

Cat c h - 2 2  
b y  Jo s e ph He l l e r  

The Inner C i ty M o t h 8 r  G o o s e 
by Eve Me rriam 

Th e Exorc i s t  
by Wi l l i am P e t e r  Bl atty 

Of Mice and Men 
by Jo hn S t e i nb e c k  

Bla c k  L i k e  Me 
by Jo hn Ho wa rd Griffin 

One Flew Over the Cu c k o o ' s  N e s t  
b y  K e n  K e s e y  

To K i l l  a Mo c kingbird 
by Harper Le e 

Bla c k  Boy 
by Ri chard Wright 

Brave New World 
by A l d o u s  Huxley 

The Pigman 
by Paul Z i nde l 

Y e s , you ' re probably c hu c kl i ng to 
your s e lf , that s o unds pretty mu c h  l i ke 
a F o s t -Ameri kan reade r ' s  reading l i s t : 
o ppre s s e d  minori t i e s , c o unte r -u t o pias , 
s o c i a l i s t  i deas , and a gene ra l  and 
p e rva s i ve t one of uppi tyne s s . 

But tho se b o o k s  aren ' t  j u s t  my 
sugge sti ons . They ' r e the m o s t  
frequently c e n s o r e d  bo o k s i n  I l lino i s  
pub l i c  s cho o ls since 1 9 7 0 . Ca t ch e r  i n  
the Rye , fo r ins tan c e , has b e e n  banne d 
from high s cho o l  c la s sro oms 26 t i me s 
s ince 1 97 0 . 

I thought tha t c enso ring b o o k s  from 
high s cho o l  c l a s s ro oms and li brari e s  
wa s pre t ty much a thing o f  the pas t ,  
o r  maybe s o me thing that thev j u s t  d i d  

i n  W e s t  Virginia or Mi s s i s s ippi . But 
o ne of the speakers at the A CLU 
program N o v . 1 7  o pened my e ye s . 

Jame s Coe , who i s  chairperson o f  the 
Int e l l e c t ua l  Fre e dom Commi t t e e  of the 
I n t e rnat i o na l  Rea ding A s s o c i a t i o n , 
s a i d that there ' s  a na t i o nwi de 
mo vement of right - wing abri dgement of 
the first ame ndment in s cho o l s .  The 
mo vement is po pulat e d  by p e o pl e  l i ke 
G e o rg e  Wa l l a c e  campa ign fundra i s e rs , 
Jo hn B i r che rs , Coors b e e r  magna t e s , 
and Ani ta Bryant fans . 

Organi z e d  pre s sure gro ups are no t the 
ma in caus e s  of b o o k -banning i n  the 
s c ho o l s , though . Parents are . They 
call s ch o o l  pri n c i pa l s  and teachers , 
who then a c t  interna l ly , banning o r  
d e f e nding the bo o k  wi thout ever 
no t i fying the rea ding a s s o c i a t i o n ,  the 
A CLU , o r  the news media tha t the e vent 
happene d .  

S o  b o o k s  a r e  c e nsore d ,  right here , 
without mo s t  o rdinary p e o ple e v e r  
f i nding o u t  a b o u t  i t . 

A s  an e xampl e ,  Co e s a i d  that in the 
re c ent past the no v e l  Flowers for 
A lge rno n ( the play and mov i e  " Charl i e " )  
wa s l o c k e d  away from B l o omington High 
S c ho o l  s tudents after a par ent 
c o mplaint of " o b s c enity " - -and " that 

. never r e a c h e d  the Pantagraph , "  he sai d . 

" Th e re are many more c a s e s  o f  c o ve rt 
c e ns o r ship than we e ve r  kno w about , "  
he a s s u r e d  the audience . 
A l though the Ameri can Library 
A s s o c i a t i on , the Na t i o na l  Coun c i l  o f  
T e a chers o f  Engl i s h , and many o th e r  
groups have form e d  a c o a l i t i o n  t o  h e l p  
t e achers fight pre s sure t o  c e n s o r  
the i r  reading l i s t s , t e a chers s o me time s 
do n ' t  s e e k  out the i r  h e l p . 

Co e s a i d  tha t many teachers f e e l  
a s hame d whe n  they ' re a c cu s e d  o f  
t rying t o  make stu dents r e a d  ma terial 
tha t ' s  o b s c ene , ant i -re l i g i ous , o r  
communi s t . Tho s e  a r e  t h e  thr e e  ma in 
c o mplaints against b o o k s ; f o ur o ther 
c o mmon o ne s  are taboo language , ra c i a l  
0 ontent ( e s p e c i al l y  transrac i al s ex ; , 
v i o len c e , and s e x i sm . 

11 -1 � ,.,  0 �  
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When a teacher i s  c o er c e d  into no t 
t e a ching a b o o k ,  o r  a s tu d e nt i s  
deni e d  a c c e s s  t o  i t , b e cause o f  parent 
c ompla ints or pre s s ure groups , I 
think tha t ' s  news . I ,  for one , wou l d  
l i ke to rai s e h e l l  when right -wingers 
try t o  bump Ca t c h e r  i n  the Rye ( wh i c h , 
by the way , includes my name sake a s  a 
chara c t e r )  o f f  a h i gh s cho o l  k i ds ' 

-reading l i s t . And maybe l e f t -wing 
parents should make an e f fo rt t o  
pra i s e  t h e  teaching o f  progre s s i ve 
l i t e ra ture . 

" I  I J.f�1,iij 
� 

I l o o k  at that l i s t  o f  20 c e n s o r e d  
b o o k s , a n d  I s e e  s o m e  that I can ' t  
fo r the wo rld unders tand why e v e n  a 
bi ble - thumping Bryant freak wo uld 
o b j e c t  t o . I see s ome that I f ind 
o b j e c t i o na b l e , for l e f t -wing ra ther 
than right -wing reasons , but I 
wo uldn ' t  say a high s c h o o l  k i d  should 
not read them . 

And I read m o s t  o f  tho s e  ti tle s wi th 
warmth , t e nderne s s , and n o s t a lg i c  
affe c t i on , rememb ering h o w  they s t irr e d  
my l i f e  and kno wing that I wo uldn ' t  
be me to day i f  I hadn ' t  read them a s  
a t e e nager . There , I ' m afrai d ,  i s  
the c l u e  to t h e  b o o k -banners ' r e a l  
mo t i vation . •  

- -Pho e b e  Caulfi e ld _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  J 

CIA had secret 
gas cham ber 

Dur ing the e arly 1 9 5 0 s , the C entral 
Int e l l igence Agency c o n s truc t e d  a gas 
c hamber at an und i s c l o s e d  l o c at i on in 
the Uni t e d  S t a t e s  t o  test l e thal chem­
ical s o n  human sub j e cts , ac cording to 
a story in the January High Times . 

Previously classified documents 
o btained by High Times reveal that 
the CIA considered the possibility o f  
"using gas chambers o r  airtight ro oms 
as a means for rendering a sub j e c t  
unconscious . "  The memo suggests that 
gas chambers might provide a proper 
setting for secret mind-control 
experiments in whi ch t e st sub j ec t s  
c ould be made to breathe a c ertain 
gas that would render them "more 
suggestibl e  or  pliabl e . "  

The memo c ontinues by urging that such 
experiments be carried out " at a 
specially des igned permanent-type 
installation , "  rather than at a normal 
CIA safehouse .  Thi s  would help 
prevent the operator "be ing affected 
by the fume s and inherent dangers such 
as lethal do se , etc . "  Ano ther do cu­
ment dated Feb . 5 ,  1 952 , indicates  
that a gas  chamber was under construc ­
tion and woul d be re ady for use " in 
the near future . "  

The gas chamber te stp were conduc ted 
by the CIA ' s Offic e  o f  Security as 
p art o f  Operation Artichoke , which 
ran through the mid ' 50 s  and was 
oriented toward developing unorthodox 
special interrogation technique s • • 

- -H.j.gb Time s - - - I - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - · · ·  



Reasonably enough , when the Pantagraph 
article on the O c t , 20 Ill ino i s  State 
University Fo rum program came o ut , it 
began by ment ioning the sp eakers , 
saying , " Jane Fonda and Tom Hayden 
came to the Twin Cities , , , "  

But , unre asonably enough , forever 
aft er that in the art icl e we read 
things like , "Miss  Fonda and Hayden 
gave a brief press confer enc e , , , " 
"Hayden and Miss Fonda were at ISU , . , "  

I say it was unreasonabl e ,  First o f  
all ,  Jane Fonda is a feminist , and if 
she want s any titl e  at all before her 
name , it woul d be Ms , 

S econd o f  all ,  Jane Fonda is married  
t o  Tom Hayden , which i s  why she 
drags the tire some man all over the 
country with her , which makes Mis s  
even more inappropriat e ,  

�� 
And third , the contrast between the 
straightforward Hayden and the coy 
Mi ss Fonda is ludicrous , It  appe ars 
in all Pantagraph stori es , we found , 
Whenever a woman app ears twi c e  in an 
articl e ,  she gets a titl e  the second 
t ime and th ereafter , When a man 
app ears , he  gets just his l ast name 
the s econd t ime and thereafter , 

City editor Bill Wills  confirmed the 
pol i cy :  on the second ment ion of a 
woman , the reporter must find out i f  
i t ' s  a M i s s  or a Mrs , ,  using Ms . only 
if the woman sp ecifically r eque sts  it . 

The policy , I ' d l ike  to say , i s  a 
rel i c , a rel i c  o f  t imes gone by when 
women were considered too del icat e to 
be referr e d  to by j ust a l ast name , 
and when the ir marital state was o f  
foremo st importanc e .  The pol icy 

smacks o f  chivalry , o f  doors opened 
in restaurant s and doors closed  at 
employment agencies , o f  a t ime when 
"women ' s  group " meant tea parties  and 
l e ctures  on gardening , 

P o s t ­
Ame r ik an 
vol . 8 no . 7 
p a g e  2 3  

The Pantagraph ' s  s ex discriminatory writing style appearPd "Specially absurd when thP paper 

covered the Oct. 1 8  presentation by Tom Hayden and Jane Fonda (above ) .  Immediately after 
reporting that the coupl" arP married, the artic le referred to Jane as " Miss" Fonda . 

Instead , he defended the 1 9 7 7  ( l )  
UPI and AP styl e  books , saying that 
they were compiled py l aborious 
means by newsmen all over the country , 
" This is the product o f  the best 
minds in the newspap er business , "  
Gene sai d ,  

Needl e s s  to say ,  he  missed  the irony 
o f  his own statement , • 

- -Pho ebe Caul field 

Women's transit 
it's about time 

Las t  Apri l the Women ' s  Trans i t  
Autho rity ( WTA ) finally rec eived 
I llino i s  State University funding and 
went into operation . Sponsored by the 
R e d  Tas s e l  Mo rtar Board , a senior 
honorary o rganization at ISU ,  WTA is 

The Pantagraph ' s managing editor , Gene �-----------------------• a rape prevention servi ce that g i v e s  
ISU women r i d e s  t o  a n d  from campus a t  
night . 

Smedl ey ,  says that the paper j ust 
appl ies  UPI and AP wire servi c e  s tyl e ,  
He cl aims that since wir e servi c e  
stories are wr itten i n  thi s  styl e , 
it woul d require sup erhuman effort 
to al ter them l o cally , .and so the 
lo cal stories  follow the same styl e ,  
because he do e sn ' t  want a differenc e 
between the national and l o cal storie s . 

He  didn ' t  ment ion the fact that the 
wire s ervi c e  stories are routinely 
edited fo r l ength , and that changing 
women ' s  titl e s  coul d easily be done 
at that time , He didn ' t  even mention 
the possibility that many Pantagraph 
readers don ' t  give a flying turtl e 
whether there ' s  a styl e difference 
between wire and l o cal stor i e s ,  
e spec ially since conformity t o  AP 
and UPI styl e happ ens at the exp ense 
o f  Women ' s  image as man ' s  equal in 
the media . 

l-lappy brows inq !  
Hot o ff the presses : the new 8JO -page 
" Register of Retired Commi ssione d and 
Warrant O fficers , Regular and Re s erve , 
o f  the U . S .  Navy , " 

Thi s  gem , whi ch contains an alphabeti­
cal l i sting o f  retired Naval officers 
as o f  Oct . 1 ,  1 9 78 , and very little 
else , i s  avail abl e from the U . S .  
Government Print ing O ffice for $10 . 50 .  

If  you ' d  l ike one as a warm gift for 
a loved one , the stock number is 
008-047-0026 9 - 6 .  

WINTERIZE YOUR GUITAR 
STOP IN AT G U I TA R  W O R LD 

And have your 
guitar checked for 
• New Strings 
• Cracks a nd 

other dryness 
problems ........... 

• Check out the 
Dampit H u m idifier 

105 Broadway • Normal 

@WITAR �LD 

The s e rvi c e  runs Sunday - Thurs day 
from 8 to l l : JO pm . R i d e s  are given 
t o  iradivi dual wom e n  who would 
o therwi s e  be wa lking alone . ( G roups o f  
women are encouraged t o  s p l i t  cab 
fare . )  A dona t i on of 25¢ is reque s t e d  
but i s  n o t  manda t o ry . WTA d o e s  no t 
take women from re s i dence to re s i dence 
o r  from a re s i dence to a bar or 
r e s t aurant . They wi ll take wo men 
from the i r  house to a no n -r e s i d ence 
campus bui lding or the o th e r  way 
around . 

Uni v e r s i ty cars are u s e d  and a dr i ve r  
a n d  a na vigat o r  w i t h  a ra di o ke e p s  in 
touch with the di spatcher who take s 
the c a l l .  E i ther the dri ver o r  the 
navigator mus t  be a woman , but some 
men do drive . WTA never s e nds only a 
man to p i c k  up the women , for o bv i o u s  
reasons . 

Whe n  the s e rv i c e  firs t s tart e d ,  i t  
wa s n ' t  u s e d  v e r y  much b y  women , but i t  
has b e en pic king u p  rap i d ly . I t  i s  
g e t t i ng s o  busy that next year they 
may hg_ve two cars operating each night 

The women who use WTA seem very 
grateful and feel safer . I wi sh the 
servi ce could expand into Bloomington , 
since students in Bloomington wi thout 
a car mi s s  out on so much . Maybe 
next year . • 

- -Susan 
Typist's Note: I guess it's nice that ISU funds 
this ride program for women. Generally I 
find rape prevention programs to be meaningless. 
Like so many others, this one �odifies the 
behavior of women. But men are the ones who 
rape. This particular program insures only 
that individual women going between a residence 
and a non-residence campus building on 
Sunday - Thursday between 8 and ll:30 pm will 
not be raped while they travel, hopefully. Over 
50% of rapes occur inside a residence. S. S. 



S t r i ke c on ti n u e s  'Roll it over' 
Clay Dooley 
tire 

The winter wind c an whip awful mean 
and hard across the Illinois prairie . It 

gets cold. 

It' s  been whipping hard these last few 

weeks . 

One of its worst places of descent has 
been East Grove Street, picking up 

momentum on the empty parking lots of 
the "Law and Justice " center .  

Standing out to face the chill for the 
past 8 week s ,  watching autumn fade and 
winter begin, hav e  been the workers of 
Clay Dooley Tire, on strike with 
Machinists Lodge 1000 .  

The cold is nothing new t o  them. Even 
on the worst winter day , you' ll find the 
big entrance doors of C lay Dooley wide 
open. And there ain 't no heat inside . 

And with their wages from Clay Dooley , 

it ' s  probably certain that their thermo­

stats at home aren't too high either . 

The saddest fact is that these folks will 
probably be out in the cold for a while 
longe r .  Because Clay Dooley hasn't 

been very anxious to get them back in 

the door .  Although many o f  the service 
bays at the usually busy station are 
empty , Dooley' s  seat at the negotiating 

table has been even emptier . 

In late 1978,  workers at Clay Dooley 
approached International Association of 

Machinists Lodge 1000,  the l argest 
labor local in Bloomington-Normal, to 

represent them. 

Their main grievance was wages . The 
highest paid mechani c ,  with 37  years of 
service under his belt, was only earning 
$4 . 20 an hour. Most started at $3 an 

hour and worked their way up a few 

cents . 

While the workers took home meager 
checks , customers probably took home 
their bills complaining about over-

paid workers . Bec ause most customers 
left C lay Dooley with bills charging 

$20 to $21 an hour for labor .  

The mechanic s  and service attendants 
at the station s aw little of that two -

digit labor charge. 

The National Labor Relations Board 

con ducted a representational election 

in mid-March, which returned a 10-1 
verdict for the union (thA bos s ' s  son 
was believed to be the lone dis senting 

vote) . 

The employees didn't ask for much, 

just a minimum starting wage of $4 an 

hour and appropriate increases for 

years of service . Nobody even began 
to talk about things like heat in the shop 
or an 8-hour day , few things Clay 

Dooley employees have seen. 

The workers complain about "runnin' 
our butts r agged" as they started at 
7 :30  in the morning and worked till all 
customers were serviced. They talked 
about working conditions "barely above 

freezing" in the worst of winter, with 
the unheated shop and the big doors 

wide open all day long. 

But for a first contract, they weren't 
looking for much. Raising their wages 
above $4 an hour was their main con­
cern; they figured the other things 

would come later . 

' S t u p i d  f o r  a s k i n g '  

C lay Dooley replied, according to the 
workers , that "we were stupid for 
asking. " There were only 5 negoti­
ating ses sions after the March election. 

The union was willing to sacrifice the 

c losed shop, to accommodate the boss ' s  

son,  but the company wasn't interested 
in talking. Frustrated and fed-up, the 

workers hit the streets Oct . 12 ,  and 
that ' s  where they've been ever sinc e .  

The long lines of cars that usually mark 

Clay Dooley are gone , though occ asional 
customers ignore the picket line and 
enter. Snow tire season is usually 
prime time for a tire company like this 

but custome rs have been scarce . 

A few do come , crossing the picket 
line , having their car serviced by the 

strike-breaking scabs Dooley has hired. 

Not that the s c abs have it so great. 

The cold front door is still wide open, 
and the highest paid of them , a mechan­
ic,  is only making $3. 50 .  With wages 
that low , you'd think they'd realize 

why someone is marching outside the 

front door every day. 

But then scabs never were too bright. 

Clay Dooley has found it within its 
pocketbook to hire the law firm of Ford, 
Harrison, Sullivan, Lowry and Sykes 

of Atlanta, Georgia, which the Georgj.a 

State AFL-CIO has identified as a 
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Strikers Ray ,  Wayne , and Merle brave 

the winter weather to keep up the fight 

for better wage s .  

"union-buster . " N o  one i s  quite sure 

what the firm has been paid, but work­
ers at the picket line have heard a 
figure of $16,  000 ,  which c annot be con­

firmed. 

The Atlanta law firm ' s  single action in 
Bloomington was to bring an injunction 
against the strikers , limiting them to 
picketing in front of the tire center and 
ordering them to refrain from intimi­

dating conduct and violence to property . 

Seems a few windows at Clay Dooley 
were broken, and though union members 
all say they had nothing to do with it, 
the injunction was granted. 

The winter is looking bleak .  It ' s  lonely 
on the picket line , especially when 
there are only 1 or 2 of you. Of the 

original 8 striker s ,  3 have found other 
jobs and left the strike . The remaining 
5 are still walking the line , but every 

day looks a little darker ,  with no move 
at the negotiating table . 

H ow t o  h e l p  
There are a lot of things you could do 

to help . One is to write or c all C lay 
Dooley Tire ( 828-5037, 216  E .  Grove) 

and encourage them to negotiate and 
end the strike . 

An even better thing to do would be to 

come down and help picket. Saturday 
mornings are the company ' s  biggest 

days and when the strikers would most 
like a show of support. 

And when you c ome down to picket, 
bring along some c anned goods , money 

or food for the strikers . Presently 

they are drawing $40 a week in strike 

benefits ,  which ain't much to keep a 
family together, e specially since many I 
of the str_ikers have small children. 

The workers at C lay Dooley are tired 
of "standing out here , freezing our 

continued on page 1 9  
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